
Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 

NOTE FROM PASTOR SHAW:  While I am away 
visiting grandchildren, I want to share this meditation by 
one of my favorite authors, Frederick Buechner.   As we 
approach the birth of Jesus, let us truly appreciate the 
wonderful gift of grace and forgiveness that His life and 
death have brought to us all.  

 

GRACE 
AFTER CENTURIES OF handling and mishandling, most 
religious words have become so shopworn nobody's much 
interested any more. Not so with grace, for some reason. 
Mysteriously, even derivatives like gracious and graceful still 
have some of the bloom left.  

 Grace is something you can never get but only be 
given. There's no way to earn it or deserve it or bring it about 
any more than you can deserve the taste of raspberries and 
cream or earn good looks or bring about your own birth.  

A good sleep is grace and so are good dreams. Most tears 
are grace. The smell of rain is grace. Somebody loving you 
is grace. Loving somebody is grace. Have you ever tried to 
love somebody?  

 A crucial eccentricity of the Christian faith is the 
assertion that people are saved by grace. There's 
nothing you have to do. There's nothing you have to do. 
There's nothing you have to do.  

 The grace of God means something like: Here is 
your life. You might never have been, but you are because 
the party wouldn't have been complete without you. Here is 
the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don't be 
afraid. I am with you. Nothing can ever separate us. It's for 
you I created the universe. I love you.  

 There's only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of 
grace can be yours only if you'll reach out and take it.  

Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too.   

 - Originally published in Wishful Thinking 

 Blessings, Pastor Shaw 

Saturday,  

December 2
nd

 

11am Decorate the 
Church & 12pm 

Potluck Lunch 

Join us at 11am to help decorate 

the church for Advent/Christmas,  

Then stay for our annual Potluck 

Meal at 12 noon.  Please bring a 

dish to share and a toy for 

Community Ministries of 

Rockville (CMR) Christmas 

Gifts (see page 3—CMR Gifts).  

Please plan to attend this joyous 

decorating and meal event to 

celebrate the coming birth of the 

Christ child with your LFLC 

family, friends and neighbors. 
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Poinsettias in the Sanctuary 

for Christmas 
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex if you would 
like to purchase red or white 
Poinsettias to decorate the 
Sanctuary for Christmas.  Plants 
may be taken home after the Christmas Eve 
Worship Service. 

Church Council & Committees 
 Council and Committee Reports for the Annual Meeting must be 
submitted (electronic versions preferred) by Sunday, January 7th, 
2018 to be included in the Annual Report. Volunteers are needed on 
Friday, January 12th at 10am to help assemble the complete report 
and prepare for mailing. If you can help, please call the Church Office. 

 There will be an open forum question-and-answer session to 
discuss the 2018 church budget on Sunday, January 21st at noon in 
the Sanctuary. All those interested may attend. Questions? Please 
speak with Tony Lightner, Church Council President.  

 The Annual Congregation Meeting will be held Sunday, January 28th, 12-2pm in the 

Fellowship Hall 

Sing Choirs of angels  
Come join the choir and sing praise to the 

Newborn King! 

Contact Deborah Richardson 

deborah_richardson@verizon.net 

Rehearsals Wednesday night at 7:30-9:00 PM 

in the fellowship hall. 

I would like to thank 
everyone that came to the 
Reformation Fair, and a 

special thanks for all the help with the food, setup 
and cleanup. I could not have done it without you. 
The next function will be on December 2 for our 
potluck Christmas Luncheon 12 until 2. I hope you 
will be able to attend and get a joyful start to the 

Christmas season.    ðBarbara Bolhoff   

mailto:deborah_richardson@verizon.net
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Help Send LFLC 
Youth  

to Houston, TX 
 Next Summer (June 27 to July 1, 

2018), will be the triennial ELCA Youth 

Gathering in Houston, TX.  Youth in grades 

9 through 12 will gather for a time of 

Worship, education, and community 

service.  It is expected that 30,000 youth 

from all over will attend. 

 Two LFLC kids along with 

chaperons, Ed and Nina Bartholme, have 

reserved their places at the Gathering.  To 

cover their expenses, we will hold a fund-

raiser in the Spring of 2018ðdate to be 

determined.  Right now, we have plans for 

a dinner (probably Texas-style) and Silent 

Auction.   You can start to help by 

thinking about what you may have to 

donate for the Silent Auction.   

Keep an eye out for news on the date of 

this event and when  items can be brought 

to the church for the auction.   

BIRTHDAYS  

 2  Kathleen Loe 

 10  Brenda Loe 

12  Nathan Ballard 

13  Julie Wagner 

15  Isabella Hoveka 

16  Ruth Jane Barth 

16  Charles Bjorson 

19  Mia Turner 

25  JP Hodnett 

25  Catherine Kelly 

29  TA Jackson 

 

 Once again this 
Christmas we will be 
collecting gloves, 
mittens and scarves 
for children who face 
the winter without 
warm clothing. These 

items can be placed on or under the small 
Christmas tree that will be in the narthex. This 
year your gifts of warm clothing will go to the 
University of Maryland (UM) Lutheran Campus 
Ministry to be handed out to be distributed to 
children in Langley Park area.   

CMR GIFTS  

CMR welcomes any of the 

following  

Children 0 to 12 : unwrapped 

toys, gifts  

Teens 13 to 18 : gift cards 

from Target, or TJ 

Maxx, or Five Below, or 

Barnes & Noble  

PLEASE BRING YOUR TO YS/CARDS 

TO THE DÉCOR/LUNCH  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 ND OR 

WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 3RD. 
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Adult Sunday Forum:  Suspended until January 
7, 2018. Class is held each Sunday, at 9:15am in 
the Schmidt Room.     

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am in 
the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the double-
glass doors: front or back.  The service is followed 
by Fellowship/Coffee time.  Supervised child-care 
is available for children up to 5th grade. 

Men’s Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship Services 
are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each 
month at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.    

Lunch with the Pastor:  Usually is scheduled for 
the 3rd Friday of each month at 11:30am at the 
Village of Rockville Cafeteria.   

Mary Martha Circle:  This womenôs Bible study 
group, meets 1st Thursday of the month at 
1:30pm in the Conference Room.   

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays 
of each month at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall to make patchwork quilts.  Please contact 
Anne-Marie Turner if you have any questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  Meets every Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council Meeting:  The next Council 
meeting is scheduled at  12pm in the 
Conference Room. 

Yoga Classes:   Focus is on breathing, energy, 
and gentle stretching techniques.   

ß Each Monday at 6pm   

ß Each Thursday at 12pm   

December

Lector
Communion 

Assistant
Altar Coffee Counters

Dec 3 Sandy Jensen Carole Sarbacher Fellowship

Dec 10 Liz Roybal Steve Corbin Sandy Jensen
Sam Boyd and 

tbd

Dec 17 Carleen Crespo Tony Lightner
Anne-Marie 

Turner

Sally Cornell and 

tbd

Dec 24 am Jen Emerson Pat Lightner Fellowship

Dec 24 pm Kareen Reis --
Sam Boyd and 

tbd

E
m

m
a 

W
itt
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World of Hymns 

When I went through the 
hymns for December I 
quickly noticed a 
pattern.  There are a 
large number of our 
Advent Hymns that are 
based on folk tunes from 
around the world.  We 
are familiar with all the 
Christmas songs that we 
sing that come from 
around the world but this 
is as true with our 
advent hymns.   

In the Lutheran Hymnal 
there is Light One 

Candle which we are using during our lighting of 
the advent candles.  This hymn is based on a 
Yiddish Folk Tune but the words were written by 
a musician in our backyard.  Wayne Wold is a 
professor of music at Hood College in Frederick, 
Maryland.  He was born in 1954 in Fosston, 
Minnesota and received his education at 
Concordia College, a Master of Sacred Music 
from Wittenberg University and his Doctor of 
Musical Arts from Shenandoah University.  He 
has over 200 published compositions. 

Lost in the Night, a hymn that had been lost to 
me for many years before coming to Living 
Faith, is a Finnish Folk Tune with Lyrics written 
by Olav Lee.  There is a beautiful choral setting 
of this hymn that I sang back when I was in high 
school.  If you are not familiar with it I 
recommend you check it out on youtube.   

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers is a Swedish folk 
tune with lyrics written by Lauentius Laurenti 
who was born in 1660 in Schleswig.  I had to 
look up Schleswig and I found it was a Duchy in 
the area that is now a border between Germany 
and Denmark.  He was a cantor and director of 
music in a cathedral in Bremen. 

People,Look East is a French Carol with text 
written by Eleanor Farjeon who was born in 
1881 in London.  She was the daughter of a 
British novelist and the granddaughter of an 
American Actor.  She made her mark as a 
librettist of an opera written by her brother 
Harry. 

On Jordanôs Bank the Baptistôs Cry is a 
European tune that was adapted by Michael 
Praetorius who was a German organist and 
composer who was born in 1571.  He was born 
Michael Schultze the son of a Lutheran pastor in 
Cruezburg which is now Thuringia.  He studied 
Divinity and Philosophy in Frankfurt   and later 
went on to be one of the most influential 
composers of his time writing music for the court 
as well as extensive music for the Lutheran 
church including hymns, masses and 
magnificats.  The lyrics were written by Charles 
Coffin who was born in 1676 in Buzaney, 
Ardennes in France.  He was rector of the 
University of Paris and wrote extensive number 
of hymn lyrics.  His lyrics were translated into 
English by John Chandler born at Whitley in 
Surrey in 1806.  He was the son of a vicar and 
succeeded him as vicar of Whitley. 

Blessed Be the God of Israel is a English folk 
tune with lyrics by The Reverend Carl P Daw, Jr 
who is an Episcopal priest and writer who was 
born in Louisville, Kentucky in 1944.  He was 
educated at Rice University, received master 
degrees from the University of Virginia and 
University of the South, a Ph.D. from the 
University of Virginia and his doctor of divinity 
from Virginia Theological Seminary.  He has 
served as parish priest, university chaplain, 
speaker, workshop leader and guest lecturer 
throughout the United States.  His hymns can 
be found in most denominational hymnals 
published in this country, Canada, England, 
Scotland and Australia.  They have also been 
translated into Spanish, Chinese and Japanese. 

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness is another 
English folk tune that was arranged by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams.  The text is based on the 
Magnificat Luke 1:46-55. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is a French 
Processional of the 15th Century.  The text is 
from Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum in 
Koln 1710.  Much of the text is considered to 
have roots in the 12th century but our earliest 
documentation is the 1710 publication.  This 
hymn was later translated into German and then 

(Continued on page 7) 
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English where it is most often seen. The original Latin 
text is Veni, Veni, Emmanuel which was a paraphrase of 
O Antiphons.   

We return to Sweden for Prepare the Royal Highway, a 
Swedish folk tune with a text by Franz Michael Franzen 
who was born in Uleaborg, Finland in 1772 he became a 
Minister at Lumia, Orebro, Sweden and then Santa Clara 
in Stockholm.  He became Bishop of Hernosand in 1841. 

The final leg on our world tour is The Angel Gabriel from 
Heaven Came which is a Basque carol arranged by C. 
Edgar Pettman an English organist and choral conductor 
who was born in Dunkirk, Kent in 1866.  He also 
arranged several Christmas carols including another 
based on a Basque tune, I Saw a Maiden.  The original 
text is a Basque Carol that was translated by Rev. 
Sabine-Baring Gould who was an Anglican Priest born in 
1834 in Devon, England.  He is credited with 1240 
publications but is best known for this translation and 
writing the text of Onward Christian Soldiers and Now the 
Day is Over. 

We can see the variety of folk tunes used in our hymnal 
for the Advent season what an important time in the 
church year this is not only in the United States but 
throughout the world.  As you sing these wonderful 
hymns this month remember the people in Sweden, 
Finland, Spain, France, Germany and England who 
helped to make this possible. 

ðDeborah Richardson 

(Continued from page 6) 

Apologies for this frosty thought, but… 
If bad weather makes you question if an event will take place at LFLC, 
please note the following:   

Å  SUNDAY Worship & Other Sunday Activities:   You will receive an 
email or a phone call.   

Å  DAY Activities/Meetings during the week:  We follow Montgomery 
County Public Schools (MCPS). If they are closed for the day, LFLC 
activities and other meetings are cancelled.  If MCPS opens late, 
LFLC morning activities are cancelled. 

Å EVENING Activities/Meetings during the week:  We follow 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS). If they close early or 
are closed for the day or MCPS evening activities are cancelled, LFLC evening activities 
and meetings are cancelled.  

Please, do not venture out if you are uncomfortable with road or sidewalk conditions.    
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Holding onto the Christ 

 

 Life is unpredictable.  We can be happy one day 
and sad the next, healthy one day and sick the next, 
rich one day and poor the next, alive one day and 
dead the next.  So who is there to hold on to?  Who is 
there to feel secure with?  Who is there to trust at all 
times? 

 

 Only Jesus, the Christ.  He is our Lord, our 
shepherd, our rock, our stronghold, our refuge, our 
brother, our guide, and our friend.  He came from God 
to be with us. 

 

From Bread for the Journey  

by Henri J. M.  Nouwen 


