
You shall also love the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. Deuteronomy 
10:19 

 On the Friday after the election, a friend and I 
decided to take a vacation day and head to the Eastern 
Shore. Our goal was to see the historic White Swan Inn 
of Chestertown, visit the oldest church in the state of 
Maryland (which includes Tallulah Bankheadôs 
tombstone in the church grave yard) and spot the 
Tundra Swans we hoped had arrived from the Arctic to 
the Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge.  Primarily, 
we hoped for a quiet day away from the 
bombardment of news.  

 Everything was going according to plan 
until we entered Chestertown. Then the car 
started making a loud noise that sounded as if 
we were dragging something.  My friend went 
into a local window treatment business and its 
owner, Bill, came out and looked at the car.  

 ñI can tell itôs your rotor by the dust on the 
hub capò, he told us. Then he said that we 
should go about a mile out of town to Joeyôs 
Garage. He called Joey on his cell phone and 
relayed that Joey was on a hunting trip, but that 
the Garage was open and he would call Joeyôs 
wife, Sharon, and let her know we were on our 
way.  

 In what felt like a miracle, Joeyôs Garage 
had the parts and, with much kindness, Sharon 
told us that a mechanic would take his lunch 
break later and work on the car. She estimated 
that it would take about 2 hours.  

 We walked outside to consider our options. 
There wasnôt much to see around Joeyôs 
Garage. The only possible place for lunch was a 
Subway sandwich shop down the roadénot the 
seafood feast we had dreamed about for lunch.  

 A gentleman came out of the Garage office 
and we asked him if there were any restaurants 
within walking distance of Joeyôs. He introduced 
himself as John and offered to give us a ride into 
town.  Sharon knew him and so we felt safe taking 
him up on his offer. Not only did he give us a ride 
back into town, he also gave us a guided tour of 
the town. He proudly told us the history of the 
town, showed us the waterfront and pointed out 
historic homes in the town. He recommended a 
shop in town as a great place for Christmas 

shopping and showed us several seafood 
restaurants.  

 After much successful Christmas 
shopping, we visited one of the restaurants 
and had the most delicious cream of crab 
soup and a crab cake for lunch.  

 We called Sharon after lunch and a 
young man from the shop picked us up right 
in front of the restaurant and took us back to 
the now repaired car.  

 My friend and I kept saying to one 
another variations of ñCan you believe how 
nice everyone in this town is?ò and ñDoesnôt 
it feel as if we are in a movie?ò   

 We made it to St. Paulôs 
Episcopalian Church and saw tombstones 
going back to the eighteenth century. We 
saw two Tundra Swans and made it back to 
Chestertown in time for tea at the White 
Swan Inn where George Washington is 
reported to have visited on his trips to 
Philadelphia.  

 The day impacted me deeply and 
was full of reminders about the greatness of 
our country and the kindness of strangers. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Welcome the Stranger 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are commit-
ted to sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries 
that meet the needs  of our members and community. 
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Regardless of the split in our country over 
an ugly election process, there are still good people 
out there. I have no idea how any of our newly-
made ñfriendsò in Chestertown voted and it doesnôt 
matter to me. I do know that they warmly welcomed 
ñthe strangerò as the Bible tells us we are to do.  

 The fact that we live in a country where there 
is freedom of religion is shown clearly in a church 
that has been a place of worship since 1713.  

 Even enjoying tea in quite possibly the same 
room where George Washington once had a pint of 
ale, reminded me that we have a working 
Constitution that unites and preserves our rights as 
citizenséeveryoneôs rights.   

 And, that our forebears cared enough about 
preserving the natural resources of this country by 
establishing a 2,285-acre wildlife refuge where rare 
birds like the Tundra Swan can safely spend the 
winter points to a deep respect for Godôs creatures.   

 There is much in the news that works to 
divide us. Even here in our own congregation I 
know there are deep divides about the election. 
However, first and foremost, we are citizens of the 
Kingdom of God. Regardless of who wins an 
election, that fact is true. We are called to be the 
Body of Christ and to continue Christôs work here 
on earth.  

 So, regardless of politics, we will work to feed 
the hungry, tend to the sick, visit the lonely and 
care about those in prisons of any sort. We will try 
to welcome strangers as warmly as my friend and I 
were welcomed by the citizens of Chestertown. 
The Gospel of Godôs love and forgiveness will still 
be preached by our words and our actions. The 
person we will try our best to imitate is Jesus.  

 As Saint Paul reminds us in his letter to the 
Thessalonians, ñBrothers and Sisters, do not be 
weary in doing what is right.ò (2 Thessalonians 
3:13) May we never grow weary of doing the work 
of Jesus and may we always remember that our 
greatest identity is that we are citizens of the 
Kingdom of God.   

Blessings,    

Pastor Shaw 

(Continued from page 1)      ...Stranger 

Advent Potluck: Saturday, 

December 3rd at 5-7pm  
Living Faith Lutheran Church (LFLC) 
will have its annual Potluck Dinner for 
Advent.  Please bring a dish to share.  
There will be a Trivia Game, a Carol 
Sing, and much frolicking.  Please plan 
to attend this joyous dinner to celebrate 
the coming birth of the Christ child with 
your LFLC family, friends and 
neighbors. 
 

Poinsettias in the 

Sanctuary for Christmas:  
A sign-up sheet is on 
the bulletin board in 
the Narthex if you 
would like to 
purchase red or 
white Poinsettias to 
decorate the 
Sanctuary for Christmas.  Plants may 
be taken home after the Christmas Eve 
Worship Service. 
 

Christmas Eve 

Worship Service 

Saturday, December 

24th at 7pm  

 Once again this 
Christmas we will 
be collecting 
gloves, mittens 
and scarves for 
children who face 
the winter without 
warm clothing. 

These items can be placed on or under the 
small Christmas tree that will be in the 
narthex. This year your gifts of warm 
clothing will go to the University of 
Maryland (UM) Lutheran Campus Ministry 
to be handed out to be distributed to 
children in Langley Park area.   
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If we missed your birthday 
please call the Church Office 
to be added! to the list ! 

BIRTHDAYS  

 2  Kathleen Loe 

 10  Brenda Loe 

12  Nathan Ballard 

13  Julie Wagner 

15  Isabella Hoveka 

16  Ruth Jane Barth 

16  Charles Bjorson 

19  Mia Turner 

25  JP Hodnett 

25  Catherine Kelly 

29  TA Jackson 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET  

for a FAMILY of 8 for   
COMMUNITY MINISTRIES OF ROCKVILLE (CMR)   

BRING ANY OF THE FOL LOWING, IN WHATEVER 
QUANTITY YOU CAN SPARE TO THE LFLC NARTHEX:  

1 $20/$25 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO GIANT OR SAFEWAY.  

FAMILIES WILL USE THIS TO PURCHASE A TURKEY  

2 BOXES OF STUFFING  

2 CANS/JARS OF TURKEY GRAVY  

2 CANS OF CRANBERRY SAUCE  

5 LBS OF POTATOES (OR BOX OF INSTANT POTATOES)  

5 LARGE SWEET POTATOES (OR 2 CANS OF YAMS)  

3 LBS OF APPLES OR ORANGES  

3 16 OZ CANS OF VEGETABLES: GREEN BEANS OR CORN  

1 PACKAGE OF DINNER ROLLS  

1 64OZ CONTAINER OF APPLE JUICE  

1 DESSERTñSUGGESTIONS:  

§ APPLE OR PUMPKIN PIE; INGREDIENTS FOR PUMPKIN 

PIE (2 CANS OF PUMPKIN PIE MIX, 2 CANS 

EVAPORATED MILK, 2 BOXES OF PIE CRUST);  

§ CAKE MIX AND CAN OF FROSTING OR  

§ HOLIDAY COOKIES  
 

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ITE MS TO LIVING FAITH BY 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15.  
 

 

New Series for 

Adult Sunday 

School 

 An adult discussion series 
will start Sunday, December 
4th at 9:15am in the Library.   
The discussion is based on an 
ELCA book Faith, Sexism, 
Justice: Conversations toward 
a Social Statement.  Copies of 
the book are available to 
anyone who will be attending 
the class ð see Steve Corbin 
or Pastor Shaw.   

 Your participation is 
recommended for any or all of 
the fascinating and thought-
provoking sessions.  

CMR GIFTS  
CMR also welcomes any of the following gifts  

Children 0 to 12 : unwrapped toys, gifts  

Teens 13 to 18 : gift cards from Target, or 

TJ Maxx, or Five Below, or Barnes & Noble  

Families: Smartrip Metro cards  

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ITE MS TO LIVING FAITH BY 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15  
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Coffee Hour Hosts 
 We are very short-
handed on people 
willing to assist with 
Coffee Hour (time after 
Sunday Worship 
Services).  We will 
train you how coffee is 
made  here and where 
to find serving plates, 
cups, napkins, and 
such.  Just sign-up for a 
Sunday on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex. 

 Really, all you have to bring is yourself, 
the snacks and a beverage for kids (apple 
juice is a standard).  The snacks do not have 
to be elaborate or home-made ð store-
bought works just fine.  Maybe youôd like to 
try something from the fruit and veggie 
department.  Or maybe youôd like to make 
grandmaôs cookie recipe.  Use your 
imagination! 

 Please help us provide hospitality after 
our Worship Services.   

30-Minute Worship!  
Ó Out of town on Sunday?   

Ó Kids or grand-kids have an important 
event on Sunday?   

Ó Need a mid-week pick-me-up? 

Here at Living Faith we are offering an option 
for people who cannot come to worship on 
Sunday mornings or need an extra umph 
during a hectic week. These services will be 
held on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month at 
6:26pm and will 
include Holy 
Communion.  We 
start at 6:26pm in 
an effort to give 
folks time to get 
here after work, 
but still have 
people out by 6:56 
in case they have other evening events.  We 
also chose 6:26 because Bible verse Numbers 
6:26 is May the LORD look on you with favor 
and give you peace.(NIRV). 

Ó Sarah* & John-Paul (JP) Hodnett 

Ó Chris* & Isabella*  and Uetupa, 
Ujama, Vijanda Hoveka 

Ó Mingwei* Li 

Ó Pastor John* & Florence  Mbatta 

Ó Charles*  Woodlee 
 * = Member        

ę Like to sing?  

ę Do you sing in the 
shower?  

ę Find yourself humming a 
hymn all week?  

 You don't have to be a singer worthy of 
singing on "American Idol" to join our choir. 
You don't even have to be able to read 
music.  

 Our choir is a group of folks who enjoy 
singing and sharing their gifts with the 
congregation. It is a group of non -
judgmental singers who also have a good 
time together.  

 If you'd like to give it a try, talk with our 
Director of Music, Deborah Richardson or 
with Pastor Shaw. 
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Adult Sunday School:  Class is held each 
Sunday, at 9:15am in the Library.    Supervised 
child-care is available for children ages up to 5th 
grade. 

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am 
in the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the 
double-glass doors: front or back.  The service is 
followed by Fellowship/Coffee time in the 
Narthex.  Supervised child-care is available for 
children ages up to 5th grade. 

Menôs Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship 
Services are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of 
each month at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.   

Lunch with the Pastor:  is scheduled for the 
3rd Friday of each month at 11:30am at the 
Village of Rockville Cafeteria.   

Together to Eat and Discuss (T.E.D.):  For 
December 2016 and January 2017, TED has 
been suspended.  Look for them to resume 
after Easter.  TED is scheduled on the 1st & 
3rd Wednesdays of each month at 6pm.   

Mary Martha Circle:  Meets the 1st Thursday 
of each month at 1:30pm in the Conference 
Room.   

Confirmation Class:  Classes are scheduled 
for the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, 
5-6pm in the Conference Room. 

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays 
of each month at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall to make patchwork quilts.  Please 
contact Anne-Marie Turner if you have any 
questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  is every Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council:  Next meeting is scheduled 
for  Sunday, December 18th at 12pm in the 
Conference Room.   

Yoga Classes:  Focus is on breathing, 
energy, and gentle stretching techniques.   

ß Each Monday at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall  

ß Each Thursday at 1pm in the Fellowship 
Hall 

Parables in the Pub:   is held the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at American Tap 
Room located at the Rockville Town Square 
Plaza.  Come to chat with friends and munch 
on some dinner at 6pm then at 7pm we will 
begin a discussion. 

Church Council & Committees 
 Council and Committee Reports for 
the Annual Meeting must be submitted 
(electronic versions preferred) by Sunday, 
January 8th, 2017 to be included in the 
Annual Report. Volunteers are needed on 
Friday, January 13th at 10am to help 
assemble the complete report and prepare 

for mailing. If you can help, please call the Church Office. 

 There will be an open forum question-and-answer session to 
discuss the 2016 church budget on Sunday, January 22nd at 
noon in the Sanctuary. All those interested may attend. 
Questions? Please speak with Tony Lightner, Church Council 
President.  

 The Annual Congregation Meeting will be held Sunday, 

January 29th, 12-2pm in the Fellowship Hall 
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 If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, 
you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a 
year or prepare 52 envelopes.  Or even if you 
give monthly, thatôs 12 fewer checks and 12 
fewer envelopes.  Even when travel, illness  or 
other circumstances prevent you from attending 
services, your electronic contributions will 
continue to be received uninterrupted. 

 Any time you want to change the date of 
withdrawal or the amount or even stop your 
contribution just notify the Financial Secretary of 
LFLC who will notify Thrivent Financial and your 
instructions will be processed immediately. 

 The LFLC Financial Secretary receives a 
notice stating the amount of your deposit so 
your individual giving statement at LFLC can be 
updated.  Your privacy is maintained.   

 Please talk with Barbara Olson or Jeff Griffin 
TODAY about setting up your contributions 
electronically! 

       Contributions at Living Faith Lutheran 
Church can be debited automatically from your 
checking or savings account according to your 
choices. You donôt need a computer to 
participate.  Our electronic giving program offers 
security, privacy and convenience for you and 
much-needed donation consistency for our 
congregation. Oh, and there is no cost to you! 

  Thrivent Financial offers the safe and 
secure Simply Giving Program.   To sign-up, ask 
Jeff Griffin or Barbara Olson for a form. Return 
the form with a voided check (if withdrawing from 

a checking account) to 
the attention of 
ñFinancial Secretaryò 
either by mail to 
 1605 Veirs Mill 
Road, Rockville, MD 
20851 or in the Offering 
Plate on Sunday.  

Contributing Made Easy 
Electronic giving offers church members a convenient, safe, and simple way  

to make regular offerings without the need to  
write checks, carry cash or find and prepare envelopes. 
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It is better to think of church in the ale-house 
than to think of the ale-house in church. ï Martin 
Luther 

 One of the things that we see so clearly in 
the New Testament is that Jesus went where 
people gathered. He entered cities, visited 
synagogues, was a guest in the homes of many 
people, hung out with fisherman and always held 
conversations with the people he encountered. It 
has always seemed to me that he enjoyed 
getting out and 
meeting people. 
He didnôt just sit 
in Nazareth and 
wait for followers 
to come to him.  

  

 Anyone interested in this exciting new 
Adult Education opportunity, we hope that you 
will want to join us on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month at The American Tap Room in 
Rockville Town Center. We will start to gather 
around 6pmðyou can order something to eat 
and drink. Then, beginning at about 7pm we will 
begin a discussion.   

 People have been gathering in pubs and 
public spaces for ages, talking about faith and 
life.  Increasingly, people all over are 
rediscovering the pub as a safe, open space 
where they can explore their own doubts and 
questions, and learn from others. In our 
increasingly fractured society, these spaces are 
not only welcome, but needed. The format is 
simple: beverage, conversation, and God.  

Parables in  the Pub 
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A Christmas Blessing 

May you have ... 

The Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace,  

The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope,  

The Heart of Christmas, which is Love,  

The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ.  

ðAda Hendricks  

The Candy Cane 
A Candy Cane can be more 
meaningful than just a sweet 
at Christmasé 

 It can remind us of Jesus. 

 Its shape is like a 
shepherdôs staff. 

 Its wide red stripes 
remind us that Jesus 
shed His blood for 
our sins. 

 Its narrow red 
stripes remind us 
that ñby His 
stripes, we are 
healed.ò (Isaiah 53:5) 

 Its white stripes stand for purityðby His 
death, we are made pure. 

 The peppermint flavor is similar to hyssop 
which was used in Biblical times for 
purification. (Psalm 51:7) 

 Its taste is sweet; as it is sweet to walk 
with Jesus. 

 Turn the Candy Cane upside downðit 
becomes a ñJò for Jesus. 

The Giver and the Gift 

 From now through to the beginning 
of 2017, we will be hearing lots of people 
talking about giving. Our congregation will 
be collecting hats, gloves, and scarves for 
the Mitten Tree and supporting our 
community in other ways. You may have 
already found gift catalogs and requests 
for donations in your mail. Advertisements 
blare that this or that are ñthe perfect 
holiday gift.ò Long before itôs over, the 
idea of shopping for friends and family can 
seem ominous. We can lose the joy of 
generosity in the midst of what seems an 
impossible mound of obligations. 

 Why do we give? Typically, it is an 
act of love for another. The church has 
long celebrated the birth of our Savior with 
the exchange of gifts as a reflection of His 
greatest gift ï 
freedom from sin, 
guilt and fear. We 
reach out to one 
another and to our 
neighbors not to 
impress or compete, 
but to share in His 
name. Let us not get 
trapped by commercials and holiday 
sales. Let us pray joyfully with thanks for 
what we have, and for the opportunity to 
be of service to others. Remembering the 
God who gave us life, let us give with love 
and cheer, in His name. 

Supervised Childcare 
Is ...is available in our Nursery 

each Sunday during both the 
Adult Bible Class and the 
Worship Service.   
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