
 This year as Christmas approaches, I find that I 
am thinking a lot more about my parents than I 
usually do. For the first time since her death 18 
years ago, I am pulling out some of my motherôs 
home-made Christmas ornaments. In the past, it 
felt too painful to use them. As I write this, today 
would have been my parentôs 80th wedding 
anniversary. So, they are on my mind a lot right 
now. 

 Iôve shared with you in the past the story that 
my father loved to tell us on Christmas. It didnôt 
originate with him. I think the source was Paul 
Harvey. Regardless, it is the best explanation of the 
mystery of Godôs incarnation that I have ever heard 
and I am feeling as if I should share it with you 
again.  

 In a small farming village lived a farmer and his 
wife and children. The farmer believed in God. He 
even went to church occasionally. Yet, he never 
could believe that Jesus came to earth to take on 
the body of a human being. He saw God in the 
animals and plants on his farm and it seemed too 
impossible to him that the God who created 
everything would come to earth in mere human 
form.  

 On Christmas Eve his wife and children 
headed to the church in town, but the farmer 
refused to go with them. He sat in front of the fire 
relaxing when a horrible 
storm arrived. The wind was 
strong and sleet pelted 
against the windows.  

 The farmer looked out 
to be sure the barn doors 
were bolted when he saw a 
flock of small birds. They 
huddled together as the 
wind blew them and the 
sleet assaulted them.  
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 The farmer, a bird lover, went out to try to get 
them into the safety of his barn. He opened the 
barn doors and tried to herd them into safety, but 
his efforts frightened them more. He had his dog try 
to herd them. Maybe birds would listen to another 
animal, but the dog just frightened them more. 

 He got bird seed and tried to lay out a path 
into the barn, but they were too battered and cold to 
care about eating.  

 He prayed for help and thought to himself, 
ñIf I could just be a bird for a few minutes, I could 
tell them that there is protection from the storm 
inside of the barn. 
I could convince 
them to get out of 
the stormé if 
only I were a bird.ò  

 As the story was told to me, at that moment 
the church bells in town started to ring. It was 
Christmas Day. Finally, for the first time in his life, it 
made sense to the farmer just why Jesus would 
take on our bodies and come to earth to speak to 
us in our own languages. He came to tell us how to 
find safety, grace, forgiveness and love in ways that 
we could understand.  

 Thanks for letting me share one of my family 
traditions with you through this story.  I would love 

to hear your family traditions. When we gather 
on December 14th, why donôt we all share 
with one another our own family traditions?  

 May you have a blessed and joyful 
Christmas as we welcome the Christ child 
who came so that we could hear the Word of 
God in ways we can understand. May our 
understanding and faith grow stronger the 
more we hear the Good News! 

Peace and Blessings  ð Pastor Shaw  

F a m i l y  T r a d i t i o n s 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 
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Mittens, Gloves, Scarves 
 Once again this Christmas 
we will be collecting gloves, 
mittens and scarves for 
children who face the winter 
without warm clothing. 
These items can be 
placed on the small 
Christmas tree that will 
be in the narthex. This 
year your gifts of 
warm clothing will go 
to the National 
Center for 
Children and 
Families in 
Bethesda, MD.  

Your time, talents, and 
pledges have spread 

Godôs Love not only 

among us at Living 

Faith, but also to 

many members of 

our community 

and throughout the world.  When you sit down to 

fill out the forms, please consider how your time, 

your talents, and your pledge can help Living 

Faith Lutheran Church continue to spread Godôs 

Love to all peoples. 

Christianity...Christmas 
The claim that Christianity makes for Christmas is 
that at a particular time and place God came to be 
with us himself. When Quirinius was governor of 
Syria, in a town called Bethlehem, a child was born 
who, beyond the power of anyone to account for, 
was the high and lofty One made low and helpless. 
The One who inhabits eternity comes to dwell in 
time. The One whom none can look upon and live 
is delivered in a stable under the soft, indifferent 
gaze of cattle. The Father of all mercies puts 
himself at our mercy. 

ðFrederick Buechner 

Pacific Typhoon Response 

 One of the most powerful storms ever 
recorded, Super Typhoon Haiyan, crashed 
across the central islands of the Philippines. 
With winds of over 200 miles per hour and 
torrential rains, it has forced millions of people 
to flee their homes. Loss of lives and massive 
destruction has been confirmed. 

 ELCA is a church that rolls up our sleeves 
and gets to work. Through partnerships and as 
a member of ACT Alliance, Lutheran Disaster 
Response is responding to the most urgent 
needs of food, water, clothing, shelter, sleeping 
material and medicine. A rapid needs 
assessment took place in the affected region. 
Possible assistance may also include helping 
those whose livelihood of fishing or farming has 
been destroyed. 

 Lutheran Disaster Response will continue 
to work, assessing the immediate and long-
term needs of those affected by the typhoon. 
We know it will be a long road to recovery, and 
your gifts are needed to begin coordinating 
relief efforts. Your generous offerings of prayer 
and financial support will help those affected as 
they journey to recover. 

 As the communities work to recover, please 
keep them and those who work on their behalf 
in prayer. Donations to Lutheran Disaster 
Response, designated for "Pacific Typhoon 
Response," will be used entirely (100 percent) 
to help families whose lives and livelihoods 
have been impacted by this disaster. Donations 
from people like you allow the ELCA to respond 
to those in need. 
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LFLC ON-GOING EVENTS   

Mary Martha Circle:  The Mary Martha Circle 
meets the first Thursday of each month at 10am 
in the Conference Room.  In December, the Circle 
will meet on Sunday, December 8th at 3pm at the 
home of Kay Anderson for a Christmas Party. 

Menôs Breakfast: The Men of Living Faith 
breakfast is held the first Saturday of each 
month at 8am at the IHOP on Rockville Pike.  
Men of all ages are welcome!  For more 
information, contact Marty Grimes at 301-424-
5083. 

Adult Sunday School:  Will not meet again until 
January 2014.. 

Dining and Discussing:  1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of each month at 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please join us! 

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month to make patchwork 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  The work is very 
basic, no ñquiltingò experience necessary, and you 
may attend meetings as you are able.  The 
Quilters also    appreciate donations of fabric 
remnants and scraps from sewing projects.  These 
may be dropped off in the church office.  For more 
information, please contact Anne-Marie Turner.   

Choir Practice:  Rehearsals are every 
Wednesday night at 7:30 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall; warm-ups for Worship are every Sunday at 
9:30 am in the Sanctuary. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2  Kathleen Loe 

 3  Alverta Dronenburg 

 7  Kathryn Fotheringham 

 9  Harry Pfanz 

 10  Brenda Loe 

12  Nathan Ballard 

13  Julie Wagner 

16  Ruth Jane Barth 

16  Charles Bjorson 

19  Jean Nielsen 

19  Mia Turner 

25  Catherine Kelly 

27  Peter Fotheringham 

29  T. A. Jackson 

30  Richard Shelly 

EVENTS & BIRTHDAYS  

From the  Desk of   
Mary Madsen 

 

Church 'Real Estate' Info 

 Don't get excited. The church IS NOT for 
sale! If you soon see real estate type brochure 
holders outside the church, it's just the latest 
outreach initiative. Pastor Shaw thought we 
should have information about our church 
available for those passing by and/or using our 
church facility. The Outreach Committee couldn't 
agree more! 

 The Outreach Committee purchased three 
outdoor Weather-proof brochure holders that will 
be installed. When you see the brochure boxes, 
say a prayer that our neighbors will take a 
brochure and know we sincerely want them to 
get to know us and join us at our table. 

Did you miss the concert on Nov 15? 

On November 15th, more than fifty people 
gathered in the Living Faith Sanctuary for a 
concert performed by the Montgomery County 
Chamber Music Society (MCCMS). 

 The concert program was called Visions and 
Whimsy. Highlights of the program included the 
performance of Visions, a composition by MCCMS 
resident composer, Kurt Stern, and the Paeludium in 
A Major for organ arranged for flute and organ by 
MCCMS member Kurt Flaherty. Whimsical pieces 
included Scott Joplin's The Easy Winners and 
George Washington Slept Here by Lampkin. If you 
missed the concert, MCCMS will be performing the 
program at the Lutheran Village on February 23rd at 3 
PM. The concert is free and open to the public. 

 Thanks to Thriven! Financial Services who 
provided a Care Abounds in Communities Grant for 
the MCCMS concert. Proceeds from the free will 
offering plus the Thrivent grant totaled $682.00. 


