
 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.  Galatians 5:22-23  NRSV 

 The ALS Challenge has taken the country by 
storm! Between July 29 and August 12 of this year 
the charity received more than 4 million dollars from 
70,000 new donors. This is four times the amount 
collected during the same period in 2013.  

 For those of you who donôt know about it, this is 
how it works. A person films someone dumping a 
bucket of ice water over their heads. The person 
then posts the video on social media and 
challenges others to either have ice water dumped 
on their heads or donate $100 to the ALS 
Association in the next 24 hours. Most people not 
only post video of themselves getting soaked, they 
also donate the $100. Famous people from 
Lady Gaga, Chris Christie, Bill Gates and, 
even, Oprah have taken the challenge.  

 ALS is a horrible disease and the 
ALS Association works hard on 
researching cures for this disease and 
ways to make life better for people 
suffering with the disease. They are a 
great organization.  

 However, I got to thinking about 
the question: ñwhy do we donate to 
charitable causes?ò  

 I am sure that some of the people 
doing the ice bucket challenge really 
do care deeply about the mission of 
the ALS Association. I am also sure that 
many people did it just to have something 
funny to post on Facebook or to get some 
attention from the effort. We can never 
really know the sincerity of why someone 
donates to a cause.  

 We all have limited dollars in our bank 
accounts. Yet, most of us, even those on the 
tightest budgets, do give at least some of what we 
have to support the causes we believe in.  

 It really is astounding if you think about it.   

 One would think that in such a competitive 
world where everyone is trying to get ahead and 
make sure that they have enough for what they 
need and, more likely, what they want, humans 
would be a lot more stingy!  

 I think our willingness to give and support one 
another through monetary gifts and the gifts of our 
time and abilities may be a place where we can 
most see that we humans are really made in the 

ñimage of Godò.  It reminds 
us that we serve a God 
who lavishly gives to 
us. God always 
reaches down to us 
offering abundant 

strength, patience, 
guidance and 
forgiveness. God is 
always a God of second 
chances and 
transformation.  

 In gratitude for all that 
we have been 
given, we seek to 
share our gifts 
with otherséour 
gifts of time and 
money, but more 
importantly the gift 
of the Gospel 
message.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Why Do We Give? 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 
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Fall Showcase of Chamber 

Music at Living Faith 

Free music concert will be held at 
Living Faith Lutheran Church  

 On November 15th  at  4 PM, the 
Montgomery County Chamber Music Society 
(MCCMS), will showcase traditional chamber 
works in their fall concert.  Although the 
program has not yet been finalized, please 
plan on attending this event. Free-will 
donations will be accepted for Living Faith 
Lutheran Church.  A Care Abounds in 
Communities Grant requesting matching funds 
has been submitted to Thrivent Financial by 
MCCMS coordinator Mary Madsen so any 
donations received at the concert will matched.    

Advent Anticipation and Joy 

First Sunday of Advent Anticipate  
November 30th Service-Mark the Date 
Bachôs Aria- Prepare Yourself Zion-you will hear    
Itôll help you prepare. Christô birth is near! 

On December the 8th, like last year 
Itôs Living Faithôs Advent Fair! 
Come hang Chrismons on the tree,  
Make ready our house for nativity. 

Thereôll be music and crafting 
For hands young and old, 
Singing, laughing, 
Memories shared, stories told.  

A Christmas Potluck yummy fine, 
December 15th- Mark the time.   
At 6 PM the party starts, 
A family evening of joy for the heart 

So many blessings all around  
As Advent days weôll count down 
Waiting, preparing to hail His Birth  
Jesus coming to us on earth.  

ðMary Madsen 

 Soon you will 
be receiving your 
pledge cards 
and Time and 
Talent forms. I 
hope that when you 
receive them you will 
think about why you give 
to support Living Faith 
Lutheran Church. I hope that the worship 
experiences and the ministries that we fund here 
are important to you and are causes that you want 
to generously support. I can promise you that all of 
us in leadership here seek to be good stewards of 
the gifts of this congregation. I know without a doubt 
that, as a congregation, we all work hard to make a 
difference in the community of Twinbrook/Rockville.  

 The good news is that when you receive your 
Stewardship formséyou do not have to take an ice 
bucket challenge. Although, if you do, we want it for 
our Facebook page!  

Blessings,  Pastor Shaw 

(Continued from page 1) 

Grace...  
is like  a bowl of grits at a  

Southern breakfast.  

Itôs there é you donôt ask for it;  

itôs just given to you.  

ðHenry Barton  



THE CROSSROADS PAGE 3 EVENTS & BIRTHDAYS  

Lutheran World Relief (LWR)   

Coffee, Tea, & Chocolate   
Thanks to Lutheran 
congregations around the 
country, thousands of 
pounds of coffees have been 
sold in partnership with 
small-scale farmers around 
the world.  Living Faith sells quite a variety of 
coffees, teas, and chocolates. See Sandy 
Jensen if you have questions, or if you would 
like to order something by the case.  

LFLC ON-GOING EVENTS   
Menôs Breakfast: the Men of Living Faith 
breakfast is held the first Saturday of each 
month at 8am at the IHOP on Rockville Pike.  
Men of all ages are welcome!  For more 
information, contact Marty Grimes at 301-424-
5083. 

Adult Sunday School:  each Sunday, at 
9:15am in the Old Library.  Pastor Shaw and 
Rod Morgan will team-teach  a course entitled 
Lutheranism 101.     

Together to Eat and Discuss (formerly 
Dining and Discussing):  the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at 6:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish to share and 
join us in lively discussions. 

Mary Martha Circle:  The Mary-Martha Circle 
meets the first Thursday of each month at 
10am in the Conference Room.   

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month to make 
patchwork quilts for Lutheran World Relief.   
For more information, please contact Anne-
Marie Turner.   

Choir Practice:   each Wednesday, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

LFLC Council:  The next meeting is currently 
scheduled for Sunday, November 16th at 
12pm in the Conference Room. 

Youth Group Gathering 2015 
 In July 2015, 
four of our youth: 
James Mills, Jared 
Miles, Luke Murphy 
and Jack Murphy 
will be heading to 
Detroit for the 
Triennial ELCA 
Youth Gathering. 
These gatherings are 
simply amazing. 
Usually there are about 
30,000 teens in attendance. 
Through education and service projects the 
youth make a big difference in the city they visit. 
Noah Liddell and Debbie Murphy will be the 
chaperones for the trip. 

 We need to raise approximately $1,500 
per youth and chaperone.  How many miles 
will you sponsor?  Pick up a sponsor form in 
the Narthex.  A map on the wall of the Narthex 
shows the route.  Watch the bus move as the 

youth of LFLC raise the funds for their trip.  

 We are partnering with the youth group of 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Bethesda that has five 
youth attending.  

If we missed your birthday 
please call the Church Office 
to be added! to the list ! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 1 Virginia Parrish  

 14 Jeffery Lightner  

 15 (Michael) Logan Crespo 

 15 Anthony Lightner 

 25 Eigil Madsen 

 25 Deborah Murphy 

 26 Cathy Backinger  
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Veteransõ Day 
November 11th 

     At the eleventh hour on 
the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month, United 
States observed the end of 
World War I in 1918ðthe war 
to end all wars.  Veteransô 
Day (or Armistice Day in 
other parts of the world), is a 
day we remember ALL 
veterans. 

 What do you do on 
Veterans Day? Have you 
ever thanked individuals who 
have served in the uniformed 
services?  Why not start by 
thanking the veterans at 
Living Faith?   

Duke Anderson 

Steve Ballard 

Ed Barth 

Don Bokelman 

Dieter Bolhoff 

Norman Clark 

Pat Clarke 

Steve Corbin 

Marty Grimes 

Michael Hangemanole 

Tony Lightner 

Kathleen Loe 

Robert Lukes 

Jim Schaeffer 

Kurtz Weiser 

Howell Weisner 
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