
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin 
that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the 
race that is set before usé Hebrews 12:1 

 Many folks have asked me over the years, 
ñWhy does your church hold a Halloween party?ò  In 
popular culture Halloween is often seen as being un-
Christian by many.  

 Well, there are a couple of reasons that we hold 
this event.  Primarily we do this because we 
understand that a part of our mission is to care about 
the children and families in our neighborhood. Our 
party provides a safe place for youngsters and their 
families to come and have some fun. There are fun 
games, temporary tattoos, a scary house and lots of 
good food.  It gives us a wonderful chance to meet 
our neighbors and to have some fun together.  

 Halloween is a contraction of the words ñAll 
Hallows Eveò. The word ñhallowò is a variation of the 
word ñholyò. October 31st is the eve of what was once 
called ñAll Hallows Dayò. In Christian churches today 
ñAll Hallows Dayò is referred to as ñAll Saints Dayò.  It 
is a time in the church year when we remember and 
celebrate the lives of all of the saints triumphant who 
have departed this earthly realm. We remember 
the faith of saints, martyrs and the members of 
our own families and congregations who have 
died.  We remember and celebrate how these 
people have fed our own walk of faith. It is 
indeed a hallowed/holy day.  

 Traditionally on All Hallows Eve candles 
were lit and prayers said for the dead. After 
the prayers, there was feasting. As a part of the 
celebration people would dress up in disguises 
and go door to door to receive the traditional ñsoul 
cakesò from households.  This tradition has 
evolved into Halloween costumes and children 
going house to house for candy.  

 The candles that were lit in memory of the 
saints became candles that were placed inside a 
hollowed out turnip. These were meant as a 
remembrance and as a way to guide souls on 
their way to the afterlife. American immigrants 
quickly learned that pumpkins were much easier 
to carve than turnips! And, now, we have the jack-
o-lantern.  

 So, the answer to why we have a Halloween 
party is because it is a wonderful way for us to 
meet our neighbors. We provide a safe way for 
families to enjoy the holiday. And, the roots of 
Halloween are founded in the church.  

 I have no theological problem with churches 
holding Halloween parties. I do wish that the 
actual day of ñAll Hallowsò and ñAll Saints Dayò 
would get as much attention as the eve of the day 
gets. We are all here as a part of the congregation 
because of the people who should be celebrated 
on All Saints Day.  

 Someone took us to Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible School. Someone gave 
us our first Bible. Someone taught us 

the stories of the Bible and 
brought us to church 
services. And there are 
dozens of people in our 
lives who taught us just how 
the Gospel message is to 
be lived out in community. 
People who are no longer 
living taught us the faith by 
their words and by how they 
lived their faith.  

 That reality is cause for 
a big celebration and 

(Continued on page 2) 

Why Halloween?.  

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 
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Sunday,  

October 4th  

starting at 2pm 

 In the Living 
Faith Lutheran 
Church (LFLC) 
parking lot.  All 
kinds of pets are  
welcomeðcats, 
dogs, birds, turtles, and even favorite 

stuffed animals.  (For the 
safety of all pets and people, 
please have your pet on a 
leash or in a carrier.)  This 
event coincides with the 

yearly Feast Day of St. Francis 
of Assisi (October 4), a monk 
and known animal lover. 

remembrances. It also is a time for showing 
our gratitude. If someone who influenced 
your faith journey is still living, this is a great 
time to tell them ñthank youò.  Donôt wait until 
it is too late to tell them just what they have 
meant in your life.  

 I hope you will come out on Saturday 
October 31, from 3 to 5pm for the holiday 
party. Come out and be silly. Have some fun 
with our neighbors. Then come to worship on 
November 1st as we celebrate All Saintôs 
Sunday and remember all of the faithful 
believers that have been a part of our own 
faith journeys.  

Blessings  ð Pastor Shaw 

(Continued from page 1) Who is St. Francis of Assisi?  
 October 4 is the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, arguably the most 
beloved and popular of all the saints. 
Francis was born Giovanni 
Bernadone but nicknamed Francesco 
and grew up in a wealthy merchant 
household. He was well known and 
well liked in his hometown, notorious 
for being a playful rascal. 

 He dreamt of being a noble soldier and knight, 
joined the military to fight the war between Assisi and 
Perugia, in which he was captured as a prisoner of 
war. Although well treated during the ordeal (his 
father would ultimately pay ransom for his safe 
return), Francis fell ill during his captivity, which led to 
a spiritual crisis for the young man. 

Conversion Experience  

 One day, while walking outside the village of 
Assisi, Francis stumbled upon a small dilapidated 
chapel called San Damiano, where he went inside to 
reflect on what was next in his life. While gazing at 
the crucifix still hanging in the church, Francis heard 
a visionary voice beckoning him, ñFrancis, go and 
repair my house which, as you see, is falling into 
ruin.ò 

 Taking the vision literally, Francis began 
rebuilding the sanctuary; the transformation of his 
faith continued as he traded in his fine clothes for 
rags and his familyôs riches for ñsister poverty.ò Over 
time, as others were drawn to this new compelling 
way of life, Francis began to understand that Christ 
hadnôt called him to rebuild a physical church 
building; rather his call was to rebuild the church 
through spiritual renewal. Francis was the original 
reformer! 

Franciscan Orders  

 Brother Francis began to organize those who 
sought to follow his simple way. At first it was other 
men who were drawn to him, and these would be 
known as the Friars Minor. Soon, a woman named 
Clare, who was a beloved of Francis, wanted to 
follow in Francisô footsteps. With his help, Sister 
Clare would establish the Poor Clares. There were 
also women and men who were married, had 
families, homes, and businesses, but who were 
interested in the Franciscan way of life. Francis 
created a third order called the Brothers and Sisters 
of Penance, who followed the way of Francis and 
Clare as they were able in their own daily lives. 

https://michaelrinehart.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/stfrancis.jpg
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BIRTHDAYS  

 2 Ramona Bjorson 

 3 Janet Clark 

 4 Luke Murphy 

 8 Norman Clark 

 9 Elizabeth Roybal 

 14 Andrew Ballard 

 14 Derek Corbin 

 22 Duke Anderson 

 22 Patti Hintze 

 25 Stephen Ballard Menôs Breakfast: Is scheduled for the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am.  For more than 
30 years, the Men of this church have met once a 
month for a meal.  Lately, breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!  For 
more information, contact Marty Grimes at 301-424
-5083. 

Adult Sunday School:  is held each Sunday, at 
9:15am in the Old Library.  Join us for an 
enlightening discussion.   

Mary Martha Circle:   Meets the first Thursday of 
each month at 10am in the Conference Rom   

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month at 9am in the 
Fellowship Hall to make patchwork quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.   For more information, 
please contact Anne-Marie Turner.   

Choir Practice:   The Choir meets each 
Wednesday, at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council:  The next meeting is currently 
scheduled for Sunday, October 11th at 12pm in 
the Conference Room. 

Together to Eat and Discuss (T.E.D.):  Meets the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6pm 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish of food to 
share, we watch a video and discuss it.  Our next 
meeting is October 7th at 6pm. 

Living Faith Lutheran Church    

ON-GOING EVENTS   

January thru August 31, 2015 

Total Income $140,834.73 

Expenditures $169,884.04 

Over/(Short) ($29,049.31) 

I want to thank 
every one for their 
Prayers, cards and 
phone calls during 
my recovery.  All of 

your kindness pulled me 
through some very long 

days.   I am truly blessed to have 
such wonderful Church friends.    

ð Barbara Olson 

Neighborhood  

Halloween Party! 
Mark your calendars for  
Saturday, October 31st,  

3-5pm in the Fellowship Hall.   

We plan to have crafts, 
temporary tattoos,  
a scary house,  

yummy treats, and more!   

Flyers are available in the Narthex with 
information about the eventðtake some with 

you... 

Invite family! Invite friends!   
Invite neighbors!  Invite co-workers!   
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REMINDER: 
Supervised Childcare is 
available in our remodeled 
Nursery each Sunday during 
both the Adult Bible Class 
and the Worship Service.   

MISSION & MINISTRY  

Holy Land Christian 

Ecumenical Foundation 

(HCEF) 
 Christians of the Holy Land are in a 
desperate struggle to survive as a 
community. Even though they are directly 
descended from the first Christians 
converted by the Apostles, they are 
isolated from the rest of Christendom. They 
face a hostile environment where they 

cannot support their 
limited numbers. 
Included in the general 
trauma suffered by the 
Arab population in the 
Holy Land, Christians 
fear discrimination, loss 
of jobs, social isolation, 
stigmatization of their 
children in public 
schools, and a loss of 

community. The Christians of the Holy 
Land need our help! They ask for support 
in giving their children a Christian 
education. Through the Child Sponsorship 
Program, Living Faith Lutheran Church 
(LFLC) has the opportunity to help with the 
education of children in the Holy Land.   

 Through your sponsorship, the children 
are taught the skills to survive, excel in life, 
and to flourish in Christ. 

 It only takes $25 per month or an 
annual gift of $300 to support the primary 
and secondary education of a child. 
Payments can be made monthly, quarterly, 
semi-annually, or annually. 

 In the past, LFLC has supported five 
children.  Please consider making an 
offering to LFLC with a Memo-line = HCEF 
or designated on your Offering Envelope .    

Advent will begin on Sunday November 29th. 

This will be here quicker than we think. I would like 
to hold an Advent Fair on Saturday afternoon 
December 5th from 1 
until 3. We will decorate 
the Chrismon trees and 
have crafts for people 
of all ages to enjoy. I 
need volunteers willing 
to help put up the trees, 
organize the crafts and 
bring some Christmas 
cookies to share. Look 
for sign up sheets in the 
Narthex coming soon!  
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All of the places of our lives are sanctuaries; some of them 
just happen to have steeples.  And all of the people in our 
lives are saints; it is just that some of them have day jobs 
and most will never have feast days named for them.  

ðRobert Benson 

 

God creates out of nothing.  Wonderful you say.  Yes, 
to be sure, but He does what is still more wonderful:  
He makes saints out of sinners.  ðSoren Kierkegard 

 

Reflect carefully on this, for it is so important that I can 
hardly lay too much stress on it.  Fix your eyes on the 
Crucified and nothing else will be of much importance to 
you.  ðTeresa of Avila 


