
 Pastor Niemºller began to speak out 
against the genocide he saw happening to his 
fellow Germans who were Jews, handicapped or 
opponents of the government. This led to Niemºller 
being arrested and imprisoned in a concentration 
camp from 1938 until he was liberated by Allied 
forces in 1945.  

 After the war, he spoke to many groups 
about the guilt and regret he felt for not speaking 
out against Hitler earlier. He felt that the Lutheran 
church and he as a pastor had failed in their call to 
speak truth to power. He felt that by speaking up 
sooner, perhaps the atrocities committed by the 
Nazis could have been contained or stopped. The 
result of his feelings were expressed in the 
beautiful poem we have all come to know so well.  

 Niemºller is a teacher for us all of what can 
happen when we become apathetic about the 
events around us. It is easier not to think critically 
about the events on the news. Some people even 
stop reading the newspaper or watching the news 
because it is so upsetting. I have felt these same 
longings myself. 

 However, we cannot live our lives ignoring 
what happens in the world.  It is our responsibility 
as citizens of the USA and of the Kingdom of God 
to stay informed.  

 Churches cannot be involved in ñpoliticsò 
when it comes to endorsing candidates or 
advocating  that people vote for a particular 
candidate or party.  

 However, speaking out about what is right 
and what is wrong is not ñpoliticalò.  It is a part of 
our calling to be ñthe light of the worldò.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 

14 óYou are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts 
it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.  ðMatthew 5:14-16 

  

 The Rev. Martin Niemºller is famous for the 
words of the poem which beginsô ñfirst they came for 
the Socialistséò. Niemºller was a Lutheran pastor in 
Germany who initially supported Adolf Hitlerôs rise to 
power. As time passed and he saw the cruelties 
happening around him, especially the mass 
executions of Jews, he changed his ideas on the 
Hitler government.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

T h e  D a n g e r  o f  A p a t h y 

First They Came...  

First they came for the Socialists  

And I did not speak out  

Because I was not a Socialist  

Then they came for the trade unionists  

And I did not speak out  

Because I was not a trade unionist  

Then they came for the Jews  

And I did not speak out  

Because I was not a Jew  

Then they came for me  

And there was no one left  

To speak out for me.  

ð Pastor Martin Niemºller  
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BIRTHDAYS  

 2 Bette Wade 

 9 Sara Beltran 

 13 Janice Kelly 

 15 Howell Weisner 

 16 Rita Engelbrecht 

 22 Gregory McCord 

 23 Matthew McCord 

 23 Michael Wagner 

 27 Michael Lidell 

 We, as people of faith, are called upon to 
share that all people were created in the image of 
God and are beloved children of God. We are called 
to speak up when any of Godôs children are treated 
unfairly. We cannot remain quiet when we are in the 
presence of ñhate speech.ò 

 A part of our calling to ñbe the light of the 
worldò involves shining light into the dark places 
where people live in fear or danger. It involves 
exposing racism and bigotry whenever we encounter 
such attitudes.  

 May we be the ones to stay involved and 
informed about the events of our world. And, 
whenever any child of God is treated unfairly, may 
we be the ones to shine light into the darkness and 
boldly speak out for the care of all people.  

BlessingsðPastor Shaw 

(Continued from page 1 - Danger of Apathy) 

Rehearsals start Wednesday, 
September 6th at 7:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.   

For more information contact Deborah 
Richardson  

at Deborah_richardson@verizon.net   

 

...is fast approaching. This is the 

day Living Faith Lutheran Church and ELCA 
Churches all over celebrate our coming 
together as a church to serve and love our 
neighbors.  In the weeks leading up to and 
on September 10th, we will learn together, 
worship together and work together.   We 
are asked to don our ELCA yellow t-shirts, 
the fashion statement for this special  day.  
We have a few it-shirts n the closet for sale 
ð contact the Church Office at 301-424-
8622 or MyLivingFaith@gmail.com for sizes. 

 This year we will commemorate Godôs 
work. Our hands.  With a non-perishable 
food drive culminating on September 10th 
and a 24-hour Prayer Vigil on September 
22nd and 23rd. 

Godõs work. 
Our hands.  

PBS premieres Martin Luther: 
The Idea that Changed the World 
nationwide on Sept. 12th at 8:00pm/7:00 
central. The two-hour film brings to life 
Luther's 16th century quest to reform the 
churchða journey that would profoundly 
reshape western civilization.  

mailto:Deborah_richardson@verizon.net
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 Are there any 

among us who do not 

read the newspapers 

or watch the news and 

worry about peace 

throughout the world? 

And, are there any of 

us who do not believe 

in the power of prayer?   

 This year we are undertaking an 

ambitious project to create a 24-hour period 

of time for prayers for peace.  

 In 1981, the United Nations General 

Assembly, established the International Day 

of Peace.  September 21 was established 

as the day of this commemoration. This 

year the 21
st
 falls on a Thursday, so we are 

moving our recognition of the day to Friday, 

September 22
nd
.  We feel that this will be a 

more accessible time period for people who 

work.  

 We will hold a 24-hour Prayer Vigil 

from 3:00 pm Friday, September 22
nd
 until 

3:00 pm on Saturday, September 23
rd
.  We 

are inviting interfaith congregations 

throughout Rockville and ELCA churches 

throughout the Metro DC Synod to join us in 

this Prayer Vigil.  

 What is a "Vigil"?  A Vigil is a period 

of "watch" or "wakefulness."  It could be 

done in the form of prayer, meditation or 

other form of observance with an objective 

on peace awareness.  

 We need for you to sign up for 15 

minute periods of prayer. Of course you 

may sign up for longer times or for multiple 

time slots. You do not have to be at the 

church building, although I think it will be 

meaningful for you if you can be.   

 

 The building will be open on Friday, 

September 22nd from 3pm to 11pm and 

Saturday, September 23rd from 8am to 

3pm. 

 There will be a sign up sheet in the 

Narthex. You can also register your time by 

emailing the church office at 

MyLivingFaith@gmail.com with ñPrayer 

Vigilò in the subject line.  Or you can phone 

the office at 301-424-8622. 

 There is no restriction on how many 

people sign-up for the same time slotsðwe 

want anyone to pray whenever they can, as 

often as they can.  

 Samples of prayers will be available 

for those who may want to use them. These 

will be found in the Narthex, in the 

Sanctuary during the Vigil and on our 

website. (www.MyLivingFaith.org)  

 I hope that you can get excited about 

this undertaking and will invite friends, 

family and neighbors to join in on this 

Prayer Vigil.  Iôm anxious to see just how 

many people we can have praying during 

this commemoration.  

 Please call the office or speak with 

me after church if you have any questions.  

BlessingsðPastor Shaw 

mailto:MyLivingFaith@gmail.com
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School SuppliesñThank You 
The University of Maryland (UM) Lutheran Campus 
Ministry picked up five boxes of school supplies we 
collected.  They wish to offer an sincere Thank You 
for our generous donations.  The parents and 
children of Langley Park will be grateful for the 
supplies to start the school year. 

Labyrinth  The Living 

Faith Lutheran Church (LFLC) 
Labyrinth will be available in the 

Fellowship Hall on Friday, 
October 6

th 
, from 5 to 8 pm.  

Labyrinth walking is an ancient 
practice used by many for spiritual centering, contemplation 
and prayer. Entering the serpentine path of a labyrinth, the 
walker walks slowly while quieting their mind and focusing on 
a spiritual question or prayer. 

Coming in Octoberé 

Sunday, October 8thñ

Blessing of Pets  

at 2pm  

in the back parking lot. 
Watch for a list of items you can 
donate to help shelter animals. 

Prayer List:  Have you noticed the list of people we are 
praying for in the bulletin?  It is quite lengthy.  The power of 
prayer is an amazing phenomenon, but is there someone 
you know on the list that no longer needs our energetic 
prayers?  Please let the church office know: email - 
MyLivingFaith@gmail.com or phone - 301-424-8622.   
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30-

Minute 

Worship!  
Ó Out of town on Sunday?   

Ó Kids or grand-kids have an 
important event on Sunday?   

Ó Need a mid-week pick-me-up? 

Here at Living Faith we are offering an 
option for people who cannot come to 
worship on Sunday mornings or need 
an extra umph during a hectic week. 
These services will be held on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month at 6:26pm and will include 
Holy Communion.  We start at 6:26pm 
in an effort to give folks time to get here 
after work, but still have people out by 
6:56 in case they have other evening 
events.  We also chose 6:26 because 
Bible verse Numbers 6:26 is May the 
LORD look on you with favor and give 
you peace. (NIRV). 

ORGAN 

REPAIR   
The Living Faith organ 

was originally built in 
1929 for a 
Washington, DC 
Lutheran Church and 
moved to our facility 
in 1987.  It needs to 
get the pipes cleaned; a few pipes need to 
be removed, sent away to be filed down; 
some motors refurbished; switches 
switched out; and whatever else needs to 
be done to bring the organ back to near tip-
top shape (or sound).   This repair will cost 
about $17,000. Most of the expense will 
come from a Music Memorial Fund, but 
there is not enough to cover the entire cost 
and we need to replenish the fund for other 
and future musical needs.  So, if you 
appreciate organ music, please consider 
donating to the Music (Organ Repair) 
Fund!  

On the 3rd Friday 
of every month at 
11:30am, at the 
Village at Rockville 
Cafeteria meet 
Pastor Shaw for 
lunch.  

Get yourself some 
lunch and meet me in the Luther Room (at 
the back of the Dining Room).  It will give 
us a chance to visit with one another and 
catch up on the news. We can discuss 
whatever you would like to discuss. We can 
do a Bible Study or just visit. Please call me 
if you have any questions.  

ðPastor Shaw 

Life Line Screening  ...is an 

important service that LFLC is bringing to this 

building on Friday, September 22nd in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The Stroke, Vascular & 
Heart Rhythm Package includes four 

screenings: carotid artery, abdominal aortic 

aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease and 

atrial fibrillation.   To schedule your 

appointment, please sign up by either calling 1

-888-653-6450 or visiting 

www.lifelinescreening.com/community-

partners.  Look for flyers in the Narthex and 

take some to friends and neighbors! 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
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Adult Sunday School:  Class is held each 
Sunday, at 9:15am in the Library.   There will be 
no Sunday School on September 3rd and 10th.  

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am in 
the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the double-
glass doors: front or back.  The service is followed 
by Fellowship/Coffee time.  Supervised child-care 
is available for children up to 5th grade. 

Menôs Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship Services 
are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each 
month at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.   

Lunch with the Pastor:  is scheduled for the 3rd 
Friday of each month at 11:30am at the Village 
of Rockville Cafeteria.   

Mary Martha Circle:  This womenôs Bible study 
group, meets 1st Thursday of the month at 
1:30pm in the Conference Room.   

Confirmation Class:  Special Scheduleðplease 
contact Pastor Shaw. 

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays 
of each month at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall to make patchwork quilts.  Please contact 
Anne-Marie Turner if you have any questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  Begins on Wednesday, 
September 6th and meets every Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council Meeting:  The next Council 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, September  
17th at  12pm in the Conference Room. 

Yoga Classes:  Suspendedðrestarts on 
Monday, September 11th.  Focus is on 
breathing, energy, and gentle stretching 
techniques.   

ß Each Monday at 6pm   

ß Each Thursday at 12pm ð NEW TIME! 

Parables in the Pub:   is held the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at TGI Fridays on Rockville 
Pike.  Come to chat with friends and munch on 
some appetizers or dinner at 6pm then at 
about 7pm we will begin a discussion.   

Lector
Communion 

Assistant
Altar Coffee Counters

Sep 3 Sandra Jensen Steve Corbin Fellowship
Sam Boyd and 

tbd

Sep 10 Andrew Wajid-Ali Nina Bartholme Jim Schaeffer

Sep 17 Emma Witt
Deborah 

Richardson
Sandy Jensen

Sally Cornell and 

tbd

Sep 24 Steve Ballard Carole Sarbacher Pastor Shaw
Pat Lightner and 

Tony Lightner

B
ol

ho
ff 

Fam
ily
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 At the time of the Reformation, the 

1500ôs, the church was the center of each 

village, in every sense of the word: Socially it 

was where people met; religiously it was where 

they worshipped; politically it was where their 

ideas were controlled. It was usually one of 

two stone buildings in the village - the other 

being the noble's manor house or castle. 

 Inside, churches were highly decorated 

with colorful stained-glass windows portraying 

stories from the Bible;  and the walls were 

often painted with scenes showing heaven and 

hell. You must try to understand that people of 

this time did not know television, films and 

photographs, and most probably had never 

seen a painting outside church. People were 

very much in awe of everything they saw, 

heard and smelt inside these splendid 

buildings.  

 Every villager went to church at least 

once-a-week, and maybe as many as a dozen 

times during religious festivals. They were 

baptized, married and buried in the church. 

From birth to death their lives were centered 

around the huge, colorful stone building that 

dominated their village. 

 The congregation would have to stand 

and listen to the service which was entirely in 

Latin. Most villagers would not understand one 

word of the service but would have to say 

"Amens" at the appropriate times.    

 Basically, Lutherôs reforms were 

bringing the church services to a level that 

people could understand - in German, and 

without excessive ceremony. 

 Luther began by writing a Mass and 

Hymns in Germanðthe first Mass spoken in 

German was held on  December 25, 1525.  

People who could not read German learned by 

following the written Mass.  Luther later 

published his Catechisms in German. The 

Large Catechism could be read by scholars 

and clergy, etc.  The Small Catechism was for 

parents to teach their children, not only about 

Christianity, but also how to read German. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Besides the worship service, the main 

ideas that Martin Luther developed included: 

¶ That people were worthy of Heaven 

(justified) not by doing good deeds, but by 

faith in Jesus. This he called "Justification 

by faith alone." 

¶ Luther wanted all religious ideas based 
upon the Bible and not on the religious 

teachings of priests. 

¶ That "every person was a priest.ò 

¶ That all Christians are equally sacred in 
God's eyes no matter what their job. 

Therefore a clergy is not better than a 

laborer, for example. 

 From 1520 Luther wrote pamphlets in 

German, as well as in Latin, expressing his 

ideas to reform Christendom. The printing 

press made sure that these were widely read.  

 His most famous works of this period 

were, "To the Christian Nobility of the German 

People" (in German), and "Of the Liberty of the 

Christian Man". In these books he attacked the 

Pope and the structure of the Church but, 

more importantly, he called on the German 

princes to reform the Church. He wanted the 

kings and princes to destroy the power of the 

Pope in the German states. Not only the power 

of the Pope but also the Pardons, taxes and 

the wealth of the Cardinals and Bishops should 

all be destroyed. What Luther was writing 

about was a return to "the basics". The Bible 

was the word of God and people did not need 

an overly ostentatious church to worship God. 

Extravagances should be restrained. 

ðAnnette C. B. Morgan 

LUTHERAN REFORM 
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Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive 

 Every month 
I look through all the 
hymns that we will 
be singing that 
month and usually 
one will jump out to 
me that I should 
choose.   This month 
I looked at several 
hymns that I like and 
started my research 
but I kept coming 
back to Forgive Our 
Sins As We Forgive.   
This is not a hymn 
that I have sung all 
of my life and though 
I like the tune, I 
would hardly call it 
one of my favorites.  

So why then would I keep coming back to it 
when early searches found nothing about the 
composer.  The reason is clearly the subject 
matter.  We are all taught in the Lordôs Prayer 
that we are to forgive the sins of others as God 
has forgiven us ours and yet I must be honest 
and say that I find this something that I struggle 
with.  I certainly speak the words but sometimes 
I find the true forgiveness inside of me is 
sometimes not fully given.  I marvel at the 
people who lose a loved-one to an act of 
violence and declare their forgiveness to the 
offender, without reservation.  I strive to be like 
that and I think this is why I kept being pulled to 
this hymn.   

 Forgive our sins as we forgive you 
taught us, Lord to pray; but you alone can grant 
us grace to live the words we say.  How can 
your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving 
heart that broods on wrongs and will not let old 
bitterness depart?  In blazing light your cross 
reveals the truth we dimly knew; how trifling 
othersô debts to us; how great our debt to you! 
Lord, cleanse the depths within our soul and bid 
resentment cease; then, by your mercy 
reconciled, our lives will spread your peace. 

 

 

 The author of this text, Rosamond E 
Herkots was inspired to write these word after 
weeding her garden and saw bitterness, hatred 
and resentment to be the weeds in our Christian 
life.  This text was about the need to be willing 
to forgive and forgive, over and over as Jesus 
taught us to forgive seventy times seven. 

 Herkots began writing hymns late in her 
life although she had written poetry in her 
childhood.  She was born in India in 1905 of 
British parents  and educated in England.  She 
worked as a secretary to a neurologist and later 
in the office of the Association for Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus.  Perhaps I understand how 
a career in this field might lead someone to write 
hymns in a desire to bring spiritual healing as 
those she worked for brought physical healing.  
Like me, Herkots was trained as a teacher but 
only taught briefly before beginning her long 
career in the medical field. 

 Our hymn of the month became her best 
known hymn but Ms. Herkots wrote about a 
hundred hymns that have been published in 
British hymnal.  I am so grateful that this hymn 
has made its way into American hymnals for it 
truly speaks to me.   

ðDeborah Richardson 


