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Mutual Ministry 0 DAY 000

Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus
Christ will bring you when He is revealed. 1 Peter 1:13

Relationships take tending much like a garden. People are not always going to agree with one
another. There are weeds to be pulled and plants need the right amount of water and sunlight. The same
could be said of the relationship between a pastor and a congregation. Worshipping together and exploring
the Scriptures together acts as our water and sun.

We need to spend time together in conversation and in exploring the guidance of the Holy Spirit for
our joint ministry. We need to be able to trust one another, to be in prayer for one another and to always treat
one another with respect. These attitudes are the foundation of a healthy congregation and effective
ministry.

Since disagreements and misunderstandings are a normal part of any
. relationship, the ELCA requires in its constitution that each congregation have
In thlS Issue a Mutual Ministry Committee.

From the Pastor 1-2 The most important aspect of a Mutual Ministry Committee is the
relationship between a pastor and the members of the congregation.

News & Events 2 The MMC (Mutual Ministry Committee) is mission oriented, not pastor
centered. It is not a committee than only ministers to the needs of a pastor nor

is it a committee that is set up just to handle complaints about the pastor. The

Outreach MMC is charged with focusing on the ways a congregation and a pastor work
Birthdays 3 | together toward the common goal of healthy ministry.
News & Events We have such a committee here at Living Faith Lutheran. If you have

any concerns about the ministry here at Living Faith you are encouraged to

meet with this group of devoted church members. Current members are Millie

Calendar 4 | Hamernik, Steve Ballard, Deborah Murphy and Garry McCord.

| believe we have a healthy ministry here at Living Faith Lutheran. For

Those Who Serve | 5 a small church we really do live out our faith in amazing ways. We have

ministries that help to feed the hungry, provide space for the healing work of
News & Events 12 Step Programs, sponsor a place for immigrants to study English and
On-Going Events prepare for citizenship and we provide space for two musical groups to

rehearse. We support 4 children at a school in Bethlehem. We gather
hundreds of pounds of food for Manna as well as distributing food to our

News & Events ! neighbors from our office. We have collected funds to help battle malaria in
Africa and last Lent, as we hoped to raise enough money to buy one milk cow
Meditation for a needy family overseas, we collected enough money to purchase 3 cows!

Mission Statement (Continued on page 2)
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NEWS & EVENTS

Continued from Page 1—Mutual Ministry...

| find our worship to be joyful and the most important way that we spend
time together. As | have said before, no other congregation shares the
Peace in worship with such enthusiasm and sincerity.

| believe we have the finest lay leaders that could be found anywhere. .

| believe that we have a congregation that values the gifts of all of its
members and strives in all things to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

| don’t think | am a difficult person to talk with. My door is always open to T“GET“EB
all of you. If you have a concern and do not feel comfortable talking with me,

please contact a member of the Mutual Ministry Committee.

Blessings for a restful and renewing summer i Pastor Shaw

SYI'IOd Assembly Jlll‘le 21'22, 2013 This year’s Synod Assembly —

Renewing, Praying, Discerning — was tremendous! The event was again
held at The National Conference Center in Leesburg, Virginia—a beauti-
ful campus not far from the Potomac River that is well-suited for this type
of event. Our church was represented by three voting members: Pastor
Shaw, Deacon Pete, and Kathy Fotheringham.

We were blessed to have the Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the Reverend Mark S. Hanson, and
his wife lone in attendance for the duration of our assembly. The Han-
sons even celebrated their wedding anniversary during the assembly! As

i the ELCA representative to the assembly, Bishop Hanson gave a pas-
sionate overview of the many significant activities that the ELCA is involved in on worldwide basis.

If you attended our worship service on June 23™ you heard that Bishop Richard Graham was re-
elected for a second six-year term which begins in September. Bishop Graham received 211 of the
238 ballots cast! Presiding Bishop Hanson commended the assembly for re-electing Bishop Graham,
who he said “brings deep theological wisdom to this office and a passion for the Gospel.” The

Synod Assembly continued...

Assembly Planning Team was required to have time for five ballots (and other related sessions) on
the schedule, but Bishop Graham was elected on the second ballot, greatly reducing the amount of
time and energy needed to complete that important task while freeing up time to address other topics
in more detail. Presiding Bishop Hanson conducted the election portion of the Synod Assembly
agenda.

Friday evening before dinner we gathered for a worship service including a celebration of Holy
Communion. Bishop Graham presided over the service, and Presiding Bishop Hanson preached an
inspiring sermon.

We also heard reports from our bishop, assistants to the bishop, the synod staff, synod commit-
tees, and organizations that are associated with the synod such as the Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Gettysburg (LTSG) and the ELCA Foundation. We voted on resolutions and memorials; some
examples are:

Accompaniment, Awareness-raising, & Advocacy for the People of the Holy Land
Memorial in Support of the Uniting American Families Act (UAFA) continued Page3...
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NEWS, EVENTS, & BIRTHDAYS

\C l
)“# OUTREACH: From the Desk of Mary Madsen

b\ Sharing Christ With Others Have you seen the little booklet of daily devotions in the Nar-
’ & ‘ ~  thex? If you haven't, look for it. Take one for yourself. | guaran-
tee something in it will speak to you. Sometimes it will even shout.

When | read the devotion for Friday, May 17", my initial thought was this devotional speaks to me
because I've played in an orchestra. Then | thought, no, it's speaking to me because I'm your outreach
chair. The real reason is because the Holy Spirit is at work! And the Holy Spirit won’t let me rest until |
share the gist of this devotional with you.

Before a concert, musicians always warm up and tune up their own instruments. Conflicting notes
and dissonance assault the senses. Once the concert master steps onto the stage and invites every-
one to tune together, the cacophony ends. The musicians begin to listen to each other and become at-
tentive to their surroundings. They are all focused and working together to create a masterful, orches-
tral performance. The result is a rich and wonderful harmony. Now that is teamwork.

As Christians, we cannot just go off and play on our own. We are part of a Christian community. We
have to live and work under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We need to listen to each other, support
each other, build each other up and live in harmony as God'’s children. We have to be on the team and
team players. That'’s the recipe for making beautiful music together.

So then, whenever we have an oppor t uiiGaldtigns6, v.16t

N 2 20 20 2 20 2 2 2 2 J 2o V!

God Gives and Forgives...
Man Gets and Forgets

JULY
4 H. Kurtz Weiser

...continued from Page 2: Synod Assembly 13 Claudia Hampsher

15 Kathryn Hildebrand
James Murphy
Madeleine Poulin

17 Ralph Mayer
18 Paula McCord
20 Steve Corbin

Near the end of the assembly we bid farewell to Harold
Sargeant, an Associate in Ministry (AIM) who is retiring after
faithfully serving as our Synod Administrator for the past six
years.

If you would like to view a brief video summary of the Synod
Assembly by Bishop Graham, you can find it here: http:/

us

DAY !

metrodcelca.org/2013/06/great-opportunity-a-post-synod-
assembly-video-reflection/

In closing, Bishop Graham had this to say: “We have such
great opportunities around us. We live in a place where the
Gospel is really news to a lot of people, and where every congre-
gation is in a mission field, where people really need to hear
from us about God’s love and God’s goodness. And to have a
mission, to have a reason to be alive in the church, that might be
God’s greatest gift to us.”

Yours in Christ,

Deacon Pete & Kathy Fotheringham

26 Peggy Anderson

27 Donald Bokelman, lll
29 Carleen Alves-Crespo
31 Barbara Brobst
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NEWS & EVENTS
What do the ELCA, LFLC and T-shirts have in Common?

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) 25t Anniversary: On Sept. 8, 2013,

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — 4 million members in nearly 10,000 congregations
across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region — will have an opportunity to celebrate together the
25™ anniversary of the ELCA by taking part in God's work. Our hands. Sunday, a day dedicated to
serving the communities in which we live. You work every day to love your neighbors and make your
community a better place. Now let's do it together. The more that participate, the greater the witness
to our commitment to share God's love among our neighbors. We are a church that rolls up our
sleeves and gets to work. This will be a day for us to celebrate who we are as ELCA members, liv-
ing out our faith in service to others. Together we work to respond to human needs and to bring heal-
ing and hope. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our hands.” the ELCA emphasizes the saving
grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world. The
ELCA'’s roots are in the writings of the German church reformer, Martin Luther.

Living Faith Lutheran Church (LFLC): To celebrate the 25th Anniversary, LFLC is planning a Food
Drive for Manna to culminate the first week of September. The Outreach Committee is coordinating
the effort. There is a planning meeting scheduled for Sunday, July 7th after the Worship Service.
Anyone interested in helping with the Food Drive is more than welcome to attend this planning meet-
ing. If you are not able to attend the meting, please contact Mary Madsen at Mcruzv@aol.com or
301-770-0041. If you can’t help with planning the food drive,

Congregation

keep watch for details as the project progresses. . / name |
. _ _ 8or hands: ( Ry g
T-Shirts: ELCA has t-shirts to commemorate the anniversary ‘ | S
. . . |7
which can be personalized with our church’s name on the back. Svongelcal
As we work on the Food Drive (or any other activity), we can T
wear our t-shirts to show our commitment to share God’s love.

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex to
order adult and children’s t-shirt(s) in your size. Each shirt will cost $6.50.

LFLC Productions Coming Soon LFLC ON-GOING

Whether you write, act, film, edit, or just want to learn about m
and get involved in video making, you will soon have your Adul t SundaBv ercyh dDU
chance right here at Living Faith. If you're experienced, looking day morning ainthe9|: 3
to learn, or just want to play a supporting role in kicking off Conference Room.

hat we hope will be a new ministry, " .
ama " . Me nods Br eThekMem of Liv-
@ stay tuned for details or call Mary Mad- ing Faith breakfast is heldt he fii r st

sen.
_ . Saturday of eaclht | month
LFLC Productions will make | the IHOP on Rockville Pike. Men of
\/\j\ _IChriStian outreach and educational vid- all ages are welcome! For more
eos for our church website and posting information, contact Marty Grimes
Vidéo Protluctions °" the web using Montgomery Commu- | gzt 301-424-5083.
nity Media resources and other re- : .
; Bi bl e SThel d-Word: 1 s
sources. We have many stories to tell and how better to tell
: : . and 3rd We daf ecacl @ y s
them than by telling them on TV and the internet. Rumor has it month at 6 : 0 0 m in the Fe
that LFLC Productions will take first prize in the next ELCA vid- : . P
. " s hi p .Meade join us!
eo production competition!
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\( manna Thank you for your help in fighting hunger &
food center faadling hope in Montgomery County!

fighting hunger and feeding hope in montgomery county

Here is a handy list of the food most needed:

Peanut Butter Tuna Fish Canned Fruits & Vegetables
Shelf-Stable Milk Cereal Oatmeal

Rice Pasta Beans

Canned Tomato Sauce Macaroni and Cheese Soup

Baby Food Other canned meat and fish Canned pasta

Manna needs smaller kid-friendly food including the following:

Peanut Butter in 180z jars or smaller Small Fruit Cans/Cups
Individual Applesauce Cups Juice Boxes that are 100% juice
Easy Mac Macaroni and Cheese
Microwavable Bowls of Pasta Canned Pasta

Individual Cereal Boxes Oatmeal Packets

Tuna Fish Pudding Cups
Nutritious Cereal Bars Small packages of peanuts
Cereal Bars Granola Bars

Microwavable Containers of Soup
Kid-Friendly Cans of Soup — Chicken Noodle, Tomato, Alphabet, Etc.
Crackers packaged in a sleeve, like Ritz or Saltines
Individual Raisin Boxes or Other Dried Fruit

Adult Sunday School Living Faith

started an adult Sunday Schoolon J u n e
16t h at 9Coffe€ and chiid. care
are available. We have four teachers

Lutheran World Relief (LWR)'
Coffee, Tea, & Chocolate

THEnLE i LUINErEn  EonegEiEs that rotate: a book study (no homework),
around the country, thousands _Of ? a traditional study, a contemporary study
pounds of coffees have been sold in | and an interfaith study. Please join us!
partnership with small-scale farmers IW This is fun as well as educational.

around the world. Living
Faith receives ground Sis-
ters' Blend in 14 oz. cans.
The price per can is
$8.00. See Sandy Jensen if
you have questions, or if you
would like to order something

for

o —
N
o,

e

Prayer Chain It has been awhile since we updat-
ed the telephone Prayer Chain. For those on the
Prayer Chain, once you receive a phone call telling
you about the situation needing prayer, you then
phone the next person on the "chain". The final per-

son of the "chain" then calls \‘
the office so that we know that S\ PHONE
PRAYER

Sisters’
Blend &

—olps! the message has been passed
From a church bulletin in Saxapahaw, North Carolina: on tO every person on the - CHAI N
GUSPEL KReauliy Prayer Chain. If you want to be \ :

Sermon: “The Grace for Growling”

Humm, ~f  tha Tasr

Lets hope the pastors grace and sense of humor
were growing that day:

a part of this process, please
call our Parish Administrator,
Annette Morgan, at the office: 301-424-8622.
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Tel: 301-424-8622

E-mail: MyLivingFaith@gmail.com
Web: MyLivingFaith.org
Crossroads is published monthly.
Pastor: The Rev. Sandra Cox Shaw
Deacon: Peter Fotheringham

Parish Administrator: Annette C. B. Morgan |
Minister of Music: Hubert Beckwith |
Newsletter Editor: Annette C. B. Morgan :

OQur Mission Staffement
We are a living presence of God, cele-
brating as an extended family. We are
committed to sharing our faith through
Joyful worship and Sacrament. We pro-
vide opportunities for growth by offering
ministries that meet the needs of our
members and community.

The Mosaic That Shows Us
Read the y.
Bible this V=S the Face of God

S ‘.‘O \ A mosaic consists of thousands
ummer m}/‘;‘" of little stones. Some are blue, some
are green, some are yellow, some

\ are gold. When we bring our faces
close to the mosaic, we can admire

NEWSLETTER the beauty of each stone. But as we

p T step back from it, we can see that all

{ > 'DEADLINE these little stones reveal to us a

: beautiful picture, telling a story none
Thiuzias'?l;gsuzgfhe of these stones can tell by itself.

Crossroads is That is what our life in community is about. Each os us

Friday, Jullyis lké4d Iitle stone, but together we reveal the face of God to

" 'T_',e?seFeT:" 'temﬁ o |l the world. Nobody can say, “l make God visible.” But others

O¥ pI\L/JIFi?er?]IS in@t%r:?;;;? who see us together can say, “They make God visible.”
Administrator's Mailbox in | I Community is where humility and glory touch.

the Library. Thank you! From Bread for the Journey A Daybook of Wisdom and Faith by Henri J. M. Nouwen




