
A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be 
esteemed is better than silver or gold. Proverbs 22:1-2  

 I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the idea of 
community. I love the Twinbrook/Rockville 
neighborhood because it is like a small town 
surrounded by a huge city. I’ve lost count of how 
many times I have had people come up to me in the 
Twinbrook Safeway and ask if I am the pastor “of 
the Lutheran Church up the hill?” I often run into 
church members when I am out in the area running 
errands or stopping for a meal.  

 I recently took my car for repairs at a nearby 
gas station. When they asked where I worked and I 
said “the church up the hill at Broadwood” I was 
immediately offered a ride to work. (I’ve never had 
a mechanic offer me a ride to work!) Deacon Peter 
was already coming to give me a ride when one of 
our church members pulled up to fill her tank with 
gas and offered me a ride also. It felt so good to be 
a part of the Twinbrook community. It made me 
start my work day with a smile.  

 The old television show “Cheers” had in its 
opening music the line “Where everybody knows 
your name.” I grew up in a very small town where 
everybody knew your name and the names of your 
parents and maybe 
even your 
grandparents. I’m not 
sure I would want to 
go back to a 
neighborhood that 
small; I like a little 
anonymity. But, it sure 
is a great feeling to 
see someone you 
know while you are out 
taking care of errands.  

 Our place in community is very dependent on 
our reputation. “Reputation” can seem like an old-
fashioned word. Yet, every person and every 
church has a reputation in the community in which 
they exist.  

 The second thing the young man at the gas 
station said to me after hearing where I worked was 
“that’s a great church.”  That in itself was worth the 
cost of my car repairs. I wish I had been focused 
enough to ask why he thinks we are a great church. 
I was so startled by his words that I forgot to ask 
him more. What have we done in the community to 
give him that opinion of us? And, of course, how 
could we have more people think we are a “great 
church”…great enough to warrant a visit on Sunday 
mornings.  

 So, my thoughts as we begin our summer 
vacation season are these; people are always 
watching us. Our hospitality inside the church walls 
and outside in the neighborhood is important. 
Everyone wants a place where people know their 
names. Get to know the names of the folks at the 
gas stations, grocery stores, restaurants and other 
places that you frequent. I believe such hospitality 

is a part of 
spreading the 
gospel. And wear 
your nametags 
on the first 
Sunday of the 
month and work 
on learning the 
names of 
everyone in the 
church.  

(Continued on page 2) 

God’s Gift of Community 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+22:1-2&version=NIV
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 I heard the Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Phil Hirsch, 
share a story once about a pastor who would always pray 
before eating in a restaurant. That is not too unusual. The 
unusual thing is that she would ask the waiter or waitress 
their name and then say, “We are about to pray before we 
eat, is there anything we can pray about for you?” I haven’t 
tried it yet. But, I am feeling called to give it a try. Are there 
any of you reading this that are willing to give it a try with 
me this summer?  If so, I want to hear how it went.  

 Secondly, a good reputation takes a long time to 
earn, but can be destroyed in a minute. People are 
watching our church to see if we are the “real deal.” Do we 
live out the Great Commandment to “love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind?”  Do we love our neighbors as ourselves? 
People are wondering about us. Do we live out the 
principles that we say we value?  

 When we are out and about in 
Twinbrook/Rockville we not only carry 
the tools to build up or ruin our own 
reputations, but also the 
reputation of our congregation.  

 I wish everyone a blessed 
summer. I hope you get some 
vacation time to recharge your 
energy and I hope that we all will 
build strong connections in our 
community, excel in our hospitality and cultivate a good 
reputation among ourselves and the people of our 
neighborhood.  

Happy summer and keep on being a great church!    

Blessings,   

Pastor Shaw 

(...Community continued from page 1) 
 

LFLC ON-GOING EVENTS   
Men’s Breakfast: The Men of Living 
Faith breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at 
the IHOP on Rockville Pike.  Men of 
all ages are welcome!  For more 
information, contact Marty Grimes at 
301-424-5083. 

Adult Sunday School: meets 
Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the 
Old Library.   

Dining and Discussing:  Meets the 
first and third Wednesdays of each 
month at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Bring a dish to share and join 
us in lively discussions. 

Mary Martha Circle:  Suspended 
for Summer months.  Look for next 
meeting starting in the Fall.  The 
Mary Martha Circle meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 10am in 
the Conference Room.   

Quilters:  Suspended for Summer 
months.  Look for next meeting 
starting in the Fall.  The Living Faith 
Lutheran Women (LFLW) Quilters 
meet on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month to make 
patchwork quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief.  The work is very basic, no 
“quilting” experience necessary, and 
you may attend meetings as you are 
able.  The Quilters also    appreciate 
donations of fabric remnants and 
scraps from sewing projects.  For 
more information, please contact 
Anne-Marie Turner.   

Choir Practice:   Through June 
11th, Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 
7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall; warm-
ups are Sundays at 9:30 am in the 

Sanctuary.  Watch for news when 
rehearsals begin in the Fall. For 
details, contact Hube Beckwith 
(hbeckwith@cox.net) or speak 
with any choir member.  

The Crossroads  
 is published monthly. 

Living Faith Lutheran Church 
1605 Veirs Mill Road 
Rockville, MD 20852 

Telephone: 301-424-8622 

E-mail:   
    MyLivingFaith@gmail.com 

Web: MyLivingFaith.org 

Pastor:  
 The Rev. Sandra Cox Shaw 
Deacon:  
 Peter Fotheringham 
Parish Administrator:  
 Annette C. B. Morgan 
Minister of Music:  
 Hubert Beckwith 
Congregation President:  
 Garry McCord 
Editor: Annette C. B. Morgan 

       Living Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

To receive a copy of The Crossroads, please send a request 
to MyLvingFaith@gmail.com or call 301-424-8622. 
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If we missed your birthday 
please call the Church Office 

to be added! to the list ! 

From the  Desk of 

Mary Madsen 

Summer Gospels  

in Word and Song! 
 Although the Living Faith choir is off for the 
summer for a much deserved rest, summer worship 
services will be filled with joyful noise and songs of praise. 
Planning is underway to bring musicians, singers and yes, 
YOU,  together to make Christ-honoring music right along 
with our talented organist, Ruei Hwa Shyu.   

 Music plays a vital role in preparing the hearts of a 
congregation for an encounter with God.  It can stir us, 
uplift us and can strengthen us.  It is a gift through which 
we can give thanks, praise, and pour out our hearts to 
God in joy and sorrow.   References to music in scripture 
number more than 800! 

 Dr. Paul Chappell, a Baptist minister, wrote an 
article on the 7 Biblical Purposes for Music. Those 
purposes are:   

The Purpose of Worship—“And all the congregation 
worshipped, and the singers sang, and the trumpeters 
sounded: and all this continued until the burnt offering was 
finished” Chronicles 29:28).  

The Purpose of Thanks—“Sing unto the Lord with 
thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our 
God” (Psalm 147:7).  

The Purpose of Rejoicing—“Make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and 
sing praise. Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with the 
harp, and the voice of a psalm” (Psalm 98:4–5).  

The Purpose of Consecration—“Search me, O God, 
and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts” (Psalm 139:23). (Spoken in song!) “Praise ye 
the Lord. I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, in the 
assembly of the upright, and in the congregation” (Psalm 
111:1).  

The Purpose of Edification—“Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord” (Colossians 3:16).  

BIRTHDAYS in June 

2 Jack Murphy 

5 Rachel Wagner 

8 Noah Lidell 

11 James Mills 

12 Sam Boyd 
 Tré Powell  

13 Joyce Weisner 

17 Audrey Kraiger 

18 Reagan Lukes 

21  Lill Kneessi 
 Janet Page 

23 Martha Anderson 

27 Sandra Bokelman 

29 Christopher Corbin 

The Purpose of Evangelism—“And 
he hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God: many shall 
see it, and fear, and shall trust in the 
Lord” (Psalm 40:3). The Purpose of 
Preservation of Faith—“One 
generation shall praise thy works to 
another, and shall declare thy mighty 
acts. I will speak of the glorious honor 
of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous 
works”  

May the music in our church bring 
glory to God and lift our hearts in 
His praise.  
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Nine Thank You Letters 

Received From Manna in 2013    
 Each time Living Faith donates food or funds to 
the Manna Food Center, Montgomery County’s Food 
Bank, Manna sends Pastor Shaw and this 
congregation a letter of thanks. We received 9 letters 
in 2013 thanking us for cash contributions that 
totaled $1,600 and 3,038 pounds of food.  

 We’ve been remiss and failed to share the 
Manna letters with you. Going forward, we’ll try to 
include some of the many thank you letters we 
receive from organizations we support. For starters, 
here’s an excerpt from the thank you letter Manna 
sent when they received the funds Living Faith 
raised on Souper Bowl Sunday in February 2013. 
“Great Idea!” was scrawled at the bottom of the 
typed letter.  

February 12, 2013 

Dear Rev. Shaw and Congregation, 

Thank you for your recent contribution from the 
Souper Bowl event with a total of $305.26 on 
February 4, 2013.  This is a very fun and creative 
way to raise funds and spread awareness. 
Through your kindness and generosity, Manna 
Food Center will continue to feed Montgomery 
County’s hungry families—over 40,000 
households receive emergency food relief through 
our Food for Families Program each year… 

From all of us at Manna Food Center, thank you 
very much for your contribution to fight hunger and 
feed hope. For every dollar donated to Manna, 
$.94 goes directly towards feeding our food-
insecure neighbors… 

Sincerely, 
Minerva Delgado 
Executive Director  

Personal Care Kits & Quilts 
 During Lent, Living Faith Lutheran Church  
(LFLC) members and friends donated enough 
soap, towels, toothbrushes, combs, and nail 
clippers to assemble FORTY Personal Care Kits 
for  Lutheran World Relief (LWR).   

 When LWR distributes Personal Care Kits, 
it’s often to people who have lost everything. 
In the wake of an earthquake, or 
having fled from violence as their 
homes were overtaken, they clasp 
a towel from a faraway place, 
with a bar of soap, a 
toothbrush…and washing up, 
they know that they have not 
been forsaken by the world. 

 The very simple gesture of giving a Personal 
Care Kit can give someone the encouragement 
to start anew, starting with a bath. You can 
share God’s grace and love by providing that 
simple comfort.   

 The Quilter’s Group at LFLC meets on the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month to design 
and create Quilts. When a Quilt is made for 
LWR, it not only comforts someone we have 
never met, but provides an object that is useful 
in ways we probably never imagined. In addition 
to being a cozy, clean new bed cover, it can be: 

¶ a baby carrier, tied around a mother’s back; 

¶ a market display, spread on the ground and 

piled with vegetables; 

¶ a sack for transporting 

goods to or from the 
market; 

¶ a sunshade; 

¶ a shawl;  

¶ and most importantly 

a constant reminder 
that someone, far away, cares a lot. 

 The Quilts, along with the Personal Care Kits, 
will be taken to the LWR warehouse in New 
Windsor, MD, on June 13th.  If you would like to 
go to New Windsor, deliver the Kits and Quilts, 
look around, stay for lunch; please contact 
Anne-Marie Turner. 

A God wise enough to create me  
and the world I live in  

is wise enough to watch out for me.  
 

Philip Yancey  



 

 

 

 

Lord, increase the sense of community that binds us one to another. 

Bless the work of the local church that it may: 

§ Give a sense of identity where now there is none,  

§ provide a refuge to those who feel threatened by the anonymity 
of urban living,  

§ create a place of belonging where people know they are 
welcomed, remembered by name, valued as individuals,  

§ celebrate a faith that in the Word, announces that we are 
forgiven and accepted  

§ and, in the Sacrament, gathers us again into the life of the 
Risen Christ.   

For Your Name’s sake. 
 
From “Further Everyday Prayers” 

Living Faith Lutheran Church  
1605 Veirs Mill Road 
Rockville, MD 20851 

Items for July 
Crossroads are 

due  
Wednesday, 

June 25 
 

Please email to 
MyLivingFaith@

gmail.com  


