
So, the last will be first, and the first will be last. 
Matthew 20:16 NRSV 

 I recently read the story of Henry Pearce of 
Australia, who was competing in the single scull 
rowing event at the 1928 Olympics. He was leading 
the race when a duck and her string of ducklings came 
into view up ahead. They were on a collision course 
with Henry Pearce and his boat. He saw that his boat 
would cut the string in two and probably sink a few 
ducklings in the process, so he pulled in his oars. 
When the ducks passed, Pearce again bent his back 
to the task. There's a happy ending to the story. 
Pearce won the race.   

 This story reminds me of Leo Durocher's famous 
saying, "Nice guys finish last!ò  For Henry Pearce that 
was not true.  And I love it when ñnice guysò finish first, 
donôt you?  

 Iôve been thinking about Durocherôs statement a 
lot during this seemingly endless political season. It 
feels as if it has gone on forever and we still have 
eight more months of it to go.  No one in either party 
seems to be a ñniceò candidate. There are terrible 
accusations thrown at one another. There are reports 
of campaigns lying to voters about other candidates 
and every single day seems 
to bring about a new 
ñshockingò news item from 
one campaign or another.   

 As a nation we seem to have 
lost all aspects of civility. People 
donôt seem capable of 
discussing differing opinions in 
a respectful manner. We donôt 
debate ideas, we make 
personal attacks. People 
routinely use language, even 
on television, that would have 
had my mother washing my 
mouth out with soap.  

 I am weary of it all. The negativity of it all just 
exhausts me. And, I am glad that we worship and 
serve a God who encourages us to love one 
another and be kind to one another. I am glad that 
I see that loving attitude here in our church family. 
We donôt always agree on everything, but I 
remember very few cases where people have been 
unnecessarily rude or mean spirited to one 
another.  My faith in Jesus and my devotion to the 
lessons He taught are the only things that are 
getting me through this election cycle without 
complete despair.  

 So, to Leo Durocherôs belief that ñNice guys 
(gals) finish lastò, I would say ñNo they donôténot 
in the Kingdom of God!ò  

 Jesus taught that those who are humble will 
be lifted up as the greatest. Jesus taught that to be 
model citizens in the Kingdom of God means to 
love God and neighbor with all of our heart, mind 
and soul.  

 When asked ñWho is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?ò (Matthew 18:3) Jesus 
answered ñWhoever becomes humble like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.ò  

 We cannot turn our backs on the elections of 
this year. We are called to be good citizens of the 
country we live in. We have a duty to use our 
God-given intellect and to vote for the person we 
deem to be the best leader. I have no idea who 
that candidate will be for me, but I know that 
voting will be my duty.  

 However, when the ugliness of the politics in 
this ñkingdomò get to be too much, I find that it 
really helps me to remember we are citizens of 
the Kingdom of God where humility is treasured, 
love is the greatest of all commandments and 
where ñthe last will be first and the first will be last.ò  

Blessings ï Pastor Shaw 

Do Nice Guys/Gals Finish Last? 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 
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Buck-A-Chick  
On Easter, we celebrate the joy and 
hope of Christ's resurrection. We 
respond to this gift of new life by 
answering the call to ñcare for the 
orphans and widowsò (James 1:27, 
NRSV) ð those living in poverty and 
marginalized throughout the world.  

This year instead of marshmallow 
chicks, provide hope for a family in 
need with some real chicks. In addition 
to being cute, chicks grow up to lay 
nutrient rich eggs, perfect to feed 
growing kids.  Extra eggs can be sold, 
generating extra income to help a 
family escape poverty for good. And at 
only $1 a chick, they are a best-seller! 
Join LFLC and other  ELCA 
congregations for the Buck-A-Chick 

sale.   

There are two 
ways to donate:   
1) add an amount 
to your regular 
offering and 
designate it for 
Buck-A-Chick; or 
2) place some 
bucks in the 
collection vessel in 

the Narthex.    

When you donate, put your name on a 
Buck-A-Chick leaflet, color it if you like, 
and place the chick on the bulletin 
board.  Letôs fill the bulletin board with 
lots and lots of Chicks.   

CHICKEN CHALLENGE:  Pastor Shaw 
will come to the Easter morning 
breakfast in a chicken suit if we collect 
more than $500 for Buck-A-Chick! 

Answer to Puzzle on Page 6: 

2016 LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Wednesdays, March 2nd, 9th and 16th 
at 6pm, will continue our Soup & Scripture study 
series. Come for a simple meal of soup and bread 
during which we watch a short video.  Following the 
video, we have a discussion ï sometimes lively, 
always thought-provoking. 

Good Friday Worship Services: This is 
the year LFLC hosts the three-hour Good Friday 
Service on Friday, March 25th from noon to 3:00 
p.m.  The service will focus on the seven last words 
of Jesus with meditations from seven Pastors and 
accompanied by hymns.   You may come and leave 
as your schedule requires throughout this 3 hour 
service.      

Good Friday evening service is scheduled on 
March 25th at 7:30 p.m. at LFLC.   

Easter Breakfast: 
Breakfast begins at 9:00 in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Come 
early, bring your family 
and friends and enjoy 
your choice of 
Pancakes, Sausage, Oatmeal, Fruit and Yogurt, 
Coffee, Tea and Juice. A free-will offering basket 
will be available for those who wish to donate.  

Easter Worship Service: on Sunday, 
March 27th at 10:30 a.m.  All are welcome to join 
us for our joyful service.  Music will be accompanied 
by Rees Richardson  on  trumpet. 

Millie 
Hamernik 
wishes to 
thank 
everyone for 
their prayers, 
cards, phone 

calls and other acts of 
thoughtfulness while she 
was in the hospital and now 
at the Village at Rockville.   



Personal-care Items! 

The Personal-care items we have 
collected are a success!  People in-need 
are so thankful for the soap, shampoo, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste -- items that are 
important for personal hygiene (not to 
mention self-dignity).  A complete list of 
items (lavender half-sheet) for 
both the Food Pantry 
and the Personal-
Care Closet is on 
the bulletin 
boards in the 
Narthex.  Please 
keep those items 
coming! 
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If we missed your birthday 
please call the Church Office 
to be added! to the list ! 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Zoe Lukes 

   4 Curtis Hintze 

   6   Geraldine Stine 

   7   Edward Barth 

 13 Jared Miles 

 15 Carole Sarbacher 

 16 John Engelbrecht 

 23 Marty Grimes 

 23 Rod Morgan 

 24 Cynthia Schmidt 

 25 Annette Morgan 

 29 Irmela Ballard 

 29 CJ Redden-Liotta 

 29 Laura Selby 

Sunday School:  is held each Sunday, at 9:15am 
in the Old Library.  Join us for enlightening 
discussions.  Supervised child-care is available for 
children ages up to 5th grade. 

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the double
-glass doors: front or back.  The service is followed 
by Fellowship/Coffee time in the Narthex.  Join 
usðweôd love to meet you!  Supervised child-care 
is available for children ages up to 5th grade. 

Menôs Breakfast: Is scheduled for the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am.  For more than 
30 years, the Men of this church have met once a 
month for a meal.  Lately, breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!  For 
more information, contact Marty Grimes at 301-424
-5083. 

Together to Eat and Discuss (T.E.D.):  During 
Lent,, T.E.D. will be suspendedðreplaced by Soup 
& Scripture see page 2).  Meets the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 6pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish of food to share; we 
watch a video and discuss it.   

Mary Martha Circle:   Meets the first Thursday of 
each month at 10am in the Conference Rom   

Confirmation Class:  1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month from 5:15pm to 6:15pm. The class 
meets in the Conference Room. 

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month at 9am in the 
Fellowship Hall to make patchwork quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.   For more information, 
please contact Anne-Marie Turner.   

Choir Practice:   The Choir meets each 
Wednesday, at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council:  The next meeting is currently 
scheduled for Sunday, March 13th at 12pm in the 
Conference Room. 

Living Faith Lutheran Church       

ON-GOING EVENTS   
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