
 At the Advent and Christmas season, we are 
generally overwhelmed with the process of 
selecting and purchasing gifts for others. Many 
gifts, because of their nature, will include 
instructions for assembly and operation, as well 
troubleshooting. I am not a dedicated reader of 
instructions, even though I know that I should be. 
It may be a man-thing or just a personal thing. I 
am willing to consult the instructions, though, if I 
run into a problem. It seems natural that things 
that are mechanical (snow blower), electronic 
(television) or structural (modular furniture) would 
require sets of instructions. But, how about those 
things that are not generally physical in nature? 
What if someone wishes you a happy, healthy 
New Year or a Merry Christmas?  Or, what if 
someone wishes you good luck in your profession 
or business? What if someone wishes that you 
have peace? Or, as Mr. Spock would say, “Live 
long and prosper”. Where oh where are the 
instructions for these gifts? How and where do you 
start and how do you know when the gesture gift 
has been realized? In our adult Sunday school 
class we have been exploring the topic of Faith, 
Sexism, Justice: Conversation toward a Social 
Statement as a study or conversation resource. It 
was created by the ELCA to encourage dialogue 
around the subject matter in advance of the ELCA 
adopting a social statement on the subject. The 
study materials are comprehensive and well 
prepared and have been invaluable in stimulating 
far-ranging discussions about the challenges 
suggested in the title and what possible pathways 
forward can be pursued by individuals, churches 

(Continued on page 2) 

An article from Steve Corbin… 

This Gift Comes with 

Instructions and a 

Lifetime Warranty 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are commit-
ted to sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries 
that meet the needs  of our members and community. 

Pastor Sandra Shaw will be on Sabbatical 
from February 1 to March 16, 2017.   

Pastoral care of Living Faith members and 
friends will be assumed by The Rev. Dr. 
Richard D.  Reichard. He is available to you if 
you are in crisis, sick, need someone to pray 

with you, or are lonely for a visit.   

The Rev. Dr. Richard D. Reichard 

 Pastor Reichard was raised in York, 
Pennsylvania.   He graduated from Susquehanna 
University in 1960, and Gettysburg Seminary in 1963. 

 Pastor served a church in Plainfield, 
Pennsylvania for over three years.  He became 
Chaplain of the National Lutheran Home in 1967, and 
then Assistant Pastor-Superintendent.  He became 
Executive Director in 1975 and served in that capacity 
until his retirement in 2004.  In 1977, he received a 
Doctor of Ministry degree from Gettysburg Seminary,  
He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity 
degree from Susquehanna University in 2006. 

 His wife, Melba,  also worked at the Home as 
Administrative Assistant.   Since retirement,  Pastor 
Reichard has kept  
busy doing three 
pastoral interims 
and ongoing supply 
preaching.  He 
serves, currently, 
on the ELCA's 
Fund for Leaders.  
He served our 
country as a career 
Chaplain in the U. 
S. Army Reserve 
from 1967 to 1993.   

Editor’s Note:  Please provide Pastor Reichard and 
Melba a warm Living Faith welcome for shepherding 
the flock in Pastor Shaw’s absence. 
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and society. Over the weeks of discussion, a 
consensus emerged that the way to get at the 
challenge suggested in the title does not have 
to begin with a blank piece of paper. There are 
instructions that have been provided by experts 
that can guide our efforts in this area and that 
do not require some major new set of rules. We 
have come to understand that if we follow the 
right paths, the instructions, we can end up in a 
more successful place. 

 In St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, he 
says: “As many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus”. In 
Paul’s day, it was customary for people to make 
distinctions based on gender, wealth, social 
status, religion and various physical attributes. 
Things that people could see or touch. What 
could Paul possibly have meant by this strange 
statement that flew in the face of worldly 
experience and logic? Clearly, he was arguing 
that the birth of Christ had created a unifying 
presence among humankind that trumped all of 
the observable characteristics traditionally used 
to divide people, to elevate some and denigrate 
others, to include some and exclude others. 
The coming of Christ was the basis of a new 
compact between God and humankind, a new 
set of instructions. And, the gift attached to 
these instructions was to be peace among 
people of good will and eternal life. No 
extended warranty was necessary. One did not 
have to register the gift in order for it to be 
covered. It was registered in the heart and 
observable in actions – “you will know we are 
Christians by our love”. 

 Jesus instructed His disciples that the 
greatest of the commandments was to love God 
with all your heart and all your mind and all of 
your soul. And, that the second greatest 
commandment was to love your neighbor as 
yourself. God said that upon these 
commandments all of the laws hang. We know 
that Jesus’ concept of neighbor could include 
prostitutes, tax collectors, Pharisees, those with 
illnesses and disabilities, non-Jews, enemies, 
and, importantly, women and children. And, we 

know that even strangers and wayfarers, such 
as in the parable of the Good Samaritan, were 
to be included. 

 Given such clear and consistent a set of 
instructions as to how we should conduct 
ourselves, how did we get to where we are? Did 
we not believe the instructions? Were they too 
complicated? Are they against our best 
interests or nature? The simple answer is sin. It 
has been and is sin that causes us to not follow 
God’s instructions. We actively seek to 
categorize, divide and condemn others. We do 
not practice neighbor love. We harbor ill 
thoughts about others and expect the worse. 
Sometimes, institutionally, we actually construct 
systems that almost guarantee the worst. We 
sin against God and humankind. 

 Einstein said that it was the epitome of 
insanity to keep doing the same thing over and 
over expecting to achieve a different result. 
Today, we face challenges in society as to how 
we will conduct our affairs with others – those 
who live next door, those who live in another 
state, even those who live in another country. 
We remain challenged by differences in culture, 
religion and history. Many dwell on physical 
differences between people based on ethnicity 
or skin color, even though 99.9% of the DNA 
that makes us human beings is shared across 
all population groups. We are deluded, contrary 
to Paul’s admonition, that our differences are 
the things that define us. 

 We face a challenge today that the bad 
angels are positioning themselves to exploit 
human weaknesses to stoke hate, anger, 
exclusion, deprivation, and even assaults on 
others as a solution to our fears and to assuage 
our resentments. This is a sure formula for 
human suffering on a grand scale. God does 
not wish this suffering on us, which is why God 
provided the instructions and even the help 
desk, the Holy Spirit, the prophets and the 
teachers. 

 I posed a question to the Sunday school 
class as to how we could be most welcoming to 
strangers. I asked them to help complete a sign 
that I proposed could hang in our church: 
“Welcome friends. At Living Faith Lutheran 

(Continued from page 1 - Gift...Instructions...) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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BIRTHDAYS  

 7 JoAnn Shelly 

 10 Liam Kraiger  

 10 Cali McCord  

 19 Steve Turner  

 20 Donnaruth Bjorson   

 20 Natalie Emerson 

 27  Sandra Bokelman 

 28 Dieter Bolhoff 

 28 Helen Trimmer 

 29 Joan Pumphrey 

If we missed your birthday 
please call the Church Office 

to be added! to the list ! 

2017 LENTEN SCHEDULE 

March 1st is Ash Wednesday.  Join us 

for a Worship Service with Imposition of Ashes at 
7:30pm in the Sanctuary. 

Wednesdays, March 8th, 15th, 22nd,   
29th, and April 5th at 6pm, is our Soup & 

Scriptures mid-week 
Lenten gathering. Come 
for a simple meal of soup 
and bread after which we  
will have a 30-minute-like 
Worship Service with 

Communion. 

Good Friday Worship Services: Good 

Friday evening service is scheduled on April 14th 
at 7:30 p.m. at LFLC.   

Easter Breakfast: Sunday, April 16th 

Breakfast begins at 9:00 in the Fellowship Hall. 
Come early, bring your family and friends and 
enjoy your choice of Pancakes, Sausage, 
Oatmeal, Fruit and Yogurt, Coffee, Tea and Juice. 
A free-will offering basket will be available for 
those who wish to donate.  

Easter Worship Service: on Sunday, April 

16th at 10:30 a.m.  All are welcome to join us 
for our joyful service.   

Go-for-the-Goat 
Lenten Service Project starts March 1st 

 This year we want to provide hope for 
families living in poverty by providing them 
with some goats.  Goats can live where other 
animals cannot—surviving some of the world’s 
harshest environments, rocky terrain, drought-

prone areas, small plots 
of land! 

 In addition to being 
cute, goats offer milk 
which can be used to 
make cheese, yogurt 
and other dairy products 
to eat and sell.  As 
goats multiply, families 
can share the offspring 
with neighbors in need, 
helping to lift the entire 
community.    

 Each goat costs $50.  The challenge is to 

raise enough money for at least ten goats.   

 There are two ways to Go-for-the-Goat:   
1) add an amount to your regular offering and 
designate it for Go-for-the-Goat; or 2) place 
some money in the collection vessel in the 
Narthex.    

Ó Seeking one or two creative, crafty 
individuals that would like to help keep 
our congregation engaged, energized 
and informed.  1) Someone to maintain 
the bulletin boards throughout the building; 
2) someone with web design/layout 
experience to help improve the church 
website.  Talk to Ed Bartholme or Jeff 
Griffin if you can help in either of these 
roles. 

Ó Food Pantry Assistant Needed: to keep 
shelves of food organized; and periodically 
take excess food to Manna. 
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Do you like to sing? Find yourself humming a hymn all week?  

 You don't have to be a singer worthy of singing on "American Idol" to join our choir. You 
don't even have to be able to read music.  Our choir is a group of folks who enjoy singing and 
sharing their gifts with the congregation. It is a group of easygoing people who also have a good 
time together.   If you'd like to give it a try, talk with our Director of Music, Deborah Richardson or 
with Pastor Shaw. 

Lector
Communion 

Assistant
Counters Sound System Ushers

Feb 5 Steve Ballard tbd tbd Jeff Griffin

Feb 12 Charles Woodlee Jen Emerson Sam Boyd and tbd Rod Morgan

Feb 19 Ed Batholme Tony Lightner
Sally Cornell and 

Ed Bartholme
tbd

Feb 26 Andrew Wajid-Ali Jim Schaeffer
Pat Lightner and 

Tony Lightner
Tony Lightner

Sam Boyd;

tbd;

tbd

Church, we …”. I asked them to fill in the end of the 
statement with things that could make strangers feel 
welcome, keeping in mind the types of things that 
historically have been used to divide and exclude 
people in society. Here are some of the suggestions 
that were made. 

 Welcome Friends. At Living Faith Lutheran 
Church we…..  

§ take prayer seriously and will pray for you and 
your loved ones and all of your concerns. 

§ commit ourselves to loving others as we love 
ourselves in our hearts and through our actions. 

§ invite you to come and join us as we walk 
through our journey with Christ. We welcome 
you with open arms as Christ has. 

§ welcome you as God’s children to our family, 
where we support you with love, care and 
forgiveness. 

 

 

§ welcome you and offer you the warmth of our 
hearts, because we love as Jesus Christ does. 
Be you Gentile or Jew, man or woman, slave or 
free, Republican or Democrat, liberal or 
conservative, ELCA or Missouri Synod, friend 
or foe. We will love and accept you just the way 
you are.” 

 Let me offer an invitation to you. Think about 
what you would propose to add to this list. Think 
about the types of strangers that might enter our 
church and what types of signals they might be 
looking for that our church could become their 
church and their church family. Write that down on a 
piece of paper or email it me 
(stevecorbin@verizon.net). You can give me your 
ideas anonymously or I would also be interested in 
knowing that it is your idea that we might discuss. I 
hope that with some input from our members, we 
could come up with a statement based on the 
instructions that we have been provided and that 
would provide the types of assurances that could 
result in more people becoming a part of our church 
family. 

Steve Corbin 

(Continued from page 2) 

mailto:stevecorbin@verizon.net
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Adult Sunday School:  Class is held each 
Sunday, at 9:15am in the Library.     

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am in 
the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the 
double-glass doors: front or back.  The service is 
followed by Fellowship/Coffee time.  Supervised 
child-care is available for children up to 5th grade. 

Men’s Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship Services 
are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month 
at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.  Services in 
February are the 8th and 22nd. 

Lunch with the Pastor:  is scheduled for the 3rd 
Friday of each month at 11:30am at the Village 
of Rockville Cafeteria.   

Together to Eat and Discuss (T.E.D.):  TED has 
been suspended until after Easter.   

Mary Martha Circle:  Meets 1st Thursday of the 
month at 1:30pm in the Conference Room.   

Confirmation Class:  Classes are scheduled for 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, 5-
6pm in the Conference Room. 

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays 
of each month at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall to make patchwork quilts.  Please 
contact Anne-Marie Turner if you have any 
questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  is every Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council:  Next meeting is scheduled 
for  Sunday, February 19th at 12pm in the 
Conference Room.   

Yoga Classes:  Focus is on breathing, 
energy, and gentle stretching techniques.   

ß Each Monday at 6pm   

ß Each Thursday at 1pm  

Parables in the Pub:   is held the 3rd 
Thursday of the month at Chuy’s in 1776 
Plaza on Rockville Pike.  Come to chat with 
friends and munch on some appetizers or dinner 
at 6pm then at 7pm we will begin a 
discussion.  Next gathering is February 16th. 

If bad weather makes you question if an 
event will take place at LFLC, please note the 
following:   

• SUNDAY Worship & Other Sunday 
Activities:   You will receive an email or a 
phone call.   

• DAY Activities/Meetings during the week:  We 
follow Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS). If they are closed for the day, LFLC 
activities and other meetings are cancelled.  If 
MCPS opens late, LFLC morning activities are 
cancelled. 

• EVENING Activities/Meetings during the 
week:  We follow Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS). If they 
close early or are closed for the day or MCPS evening activities are 
cancelled, LFLC evening activities and meetings are cancelled.  

Please, do not venture out if you are uncomfortable with road or 
sidewalk conditions.    
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Prayer for Love 

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, who has 
given us a new commandment that we should 
love one another, give us also grace that we may 
fulfill it.  Make us gentle, courteous and 
forbearing.  Direct our lives so that we may look 
each to the good of the other in word and deed.  
And hallow all our friendships by the blessing of 
Your Spirit, for His sake Who loved us and gave 
Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

—Bishop Westcott (1825-1901) 


