
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone. To 
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.  1 Corinthians 12: 4-7 NRSV 

 This year we have a wonderful event 
planned for Friday night February 14th. We will be 
holding a Valentineôs Day dinner to recognize and 
celebrate all of the volunteers that keep this 
gathering of disciples together and functioning well.  

 Traditionally, Valentineôs Day is the day 
when sweethearts remember each other with gifts 
and chocolates. But why should the day be limited 
to romantic love?  

 I would never be foolish enough to try to 
name all of the volunteers here at Living Faith. I 
would be sure to leave out someone. I can say with 
confidence that there is nothing that we do here 
that does not in some way include volunteers.  

 Volunteers arrange the flowers for 
Sunday morning and prepare and clean up the 
Holy Communion elements. Volunteers 
organize Bible Studies and Sunday 
School lessons. No pot luck dinner 
or Sunday morning Coffee Hour 
happens without a lot of volunteers. 
Volunteers work out the leases with 
our various tenants. Volunteers keep 
the financial side of things running 
smoothly. Volunteers cook for the 
local homeless shelter. We have lots 
of people who participate in one of the 
most vital jobs in the churchéthe people 
who volunteer to pray for the concerns on 
our prayer list.  
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 These are just a few of the jobs volunteers 
fill here in our congregation.  

 Valentineôs Day, a day for celebrating love,  
is the perfect time to honor volunteers because 
everyone who handles the many jobs around the 
church does so out of love.  Not love for the Church 
or love for Living Faith, but out of love for God.  

 Each and every one of us has been gifted 
by God with our own unique gifts.  Iôve shared with 
you my deep belief that God sends to every 
community of faith the gifts needed for that 
community to do the ministry God wants the 
community to pursue. We donôt decide upon a 
ministry effort and then look for the gifts needed to 
conduct the ministry.  No, we are given gifts from 
God and we then gather in communities and look 
for what gifts we have and how those gifts can carry 
out ministry in our location.  

 So, whether you are a volunteer (and almost 
everyone is) or you appreciate our volunteers, plan 

to come out on the 14th to enjoy a 
wonderful dinner, some fun entertainment 
and a time when we thank those who 
work so hard around here.  

Blessings  ð Pastor Shaw  

 

V a l e n t i n e s  a n d  V o l u n t e e r s 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 
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From the  Desk of 

Mary Madsen 

 I pulled a great book off the library cart a couple 
of weeks ago.  The book is Know Why You Believe 
by Paul Little. I was immediately intrigued. The 
introduction to this book immediately answered a 
couple of my own nagging questions.  Iôd been 
wondering if the simple questions that we discuss in 
the Dining and Discussing group meetings are ótoo 
simpleô. I wondered if we shouldnôt be discussing 
more complex issues. I wonôt wonder anymore. 

 Paul Little, after years of speaking to groups of 
non-Christians on college campuses throughout the 
United States, discovered that there are 12 
commonly asked questions by non-Christians 
students. They are predictable. Is Christianity 
Rational? Is there a God?  Is Christ God?  Is the 
Bible Godôs Word?  Paul Little explores each of these 
12 questions in a separate chapter of his book, first 
from the perspective of a non-Christian and then from 
the perspective of a Christian. What an eye opener! 

 For example, the Sunday School 
teacher asked a young boy, ñWhat is faith?ò  
The young boy answered ñBelieving 
something you know isnôt true.ò We just 
discussed this question in the Dining and 
Discussing group but we all answered from 
our own Christians perspective. We failed 
to consider the non-Christian perspective 
and how it is possible to show good reason 
why we ought to believe. 

 By discussing the simple yet profound 
questions we pull from the basket at Dining 
and Discussing, weôre preparing ourselves 
to have the right answers for someone who 
needs to know about the Christian Faith. 
Weôve got the right questions. Do we have 
the right answers.  Consider joining us 
around the table on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays at 6 PM . 

Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect.  1 Peter 3:15.  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 2 John Shelly 20 Don Bokelman 

 7 JoAnn Shelly 28 Dieter Bolhoff 

 10 Cali McCord 28 Helen Trimmer 

 19 Steve Turner 29 Joan Pumphrey 

20  Donnaruth Bjorson If we missed your birthday 
please call the Church Office 
to be added! to the list ! 

Looking Ahead 
 Tuesday, March 4th, is Shrove Tuesday.  LFLC is planning a Pancake 
Dinner.  Prepare to eat lots of pancakes, sausages, special doughnuts, and 
other foods.  Look for Shrove Tuesday and Lenten facts to win prizes. 

 Wednesday, March 5th, Ash Wednesday, begins the 40 days of 
Lent.  All are welcome for an Ash Wednesday Worship Service.  Be 
looking for more information.  

 Our Lenten Service Project this year:  each Sunday from March 
9th to April 6th, LFLC will collect a specific item for Personal Care Kits 
for Lutheran World Relief.  On April 13th, the Kits will be assembled.   
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Valentineõs Volunteer 

Appreciation Dinner  
Honoring All the Giving Hearts at Living Faith 

 Excitement is building. The details are coming 
together. The February 14th Valentineôs Dinner has 
morphed into a Valentine extravaganza of fine dining and 
entertainment you wonôt want to miss. The dinner will 
honor all the volunteers who give their time, talents and 
support to Living Faith.  So mark you calendars.  

 It takes a lot of volunteer effort to maintain our 
church and fulfill our mission. YOU give a lot and are 
appreciated. So this dinner is for you. Whatôs the menu?  
Whatôs on the program?  Although not carved in stone 
and subject to expansion, hereôs what awaits you. You 
wonôt want to be late.  

6:00 Virgin Cocktails (Mocktails) and Hors d'oeuvre 

6:30 Steveôs Caesar Salad with Four Part Harmony 

7:00 Eigilôs Roasted Pork Loin with Hot Potatoes, Its 
getting steamy Vegetables; Bread with Smooth as 
Butter Flute Flirtations 

7:30 Coffee with ñthatôs how it startedò & Decadent 
Desserts 

7:45 Love Struck & Trivial Matters 

8:30 Heart to Heart Recognition  

 Volunteers are needed to help 
transform the Fellowship Hall into a 
fine dining establishment on 
Thursday, February 13th at 10 AM.   

 Please sign up if you will be attending this event so 
we know how many weôll be seating for dinner. Yes, you 
can bring a friend. Yes, it is free. And yes, weôll gratefully 
free will offerings to defray the cost of this event.    

 If you have a special Valentineôs day memory you 
would like to share on this special night,  contact Mary 
Madsen at 301-770-0041. 

Corrections:  
Crossroads: We missed the birthday of Nina 
Bartholme.  She celebrated on January 12th. 
 
Members and Friends Directory:  Please make 
corrections to your copy! 

1. Page 6ðDeepe is incorrect; Correct = DEPPE. 

2. Page 9ðHidelbrand is incorrect;  

 Correct = HILDEBRAND 

LFLC ON-GOING EVENTS   
Adult Sunday School: meets Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am in the Old Library.   

Menôs Breakfast: The Men of Living 
Faith breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the 
IHOP on Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages 
are welcome!  For more information, 
contact Marty Grimes at 301-424-5083. 

Mary Martha Circle:  The Mary Martha 
Circle meets the first Thursday of each 
month at 10am  For February, the 
meeting will be at the home of Kay 
Anderson.   

Dining and Discussing:  Meets first 
and third Wednesdays of each month 
at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please join us! 

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran 
Women (LFLW) Quilters meet on the 
second and fourth Thursdays of each 
month to make patchwork quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.  The work is very 
basic, no ñquiltingò experience 
necessary, and you may attend 
meetings as you are able.  The Quilters 
also    appreciate donations of fabric 
remnants and scraps from sewing 
projects.  These may be dropped off in 
the church office.  For more information, 
please contact Anne-Marie Turner.   

Choir Practice:  Rehearsals are 
Wednesday nights at 7:30 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall; warm-ups for Worship 
are Sundays at 9:30 am in the 
Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all the birthday wishes and 
goodies. I appreciate them very much! 

Pastor Shaw  
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The ABCs of Love 
 Use this alphabetical list of 
love-in-action verbs as a 
reminder of the many ways to 
reflect Christôs love:  

 

Accepts  

Behaves  

Comforts  

Defends  

Empowers  

Forgives  

Grows  

Helps  

Invests  

Joins  

Kneels  

Listens  

Mentors  

Notices  

Overlooks  

Provides  

Quiets  

Rejoices  

Supports  

Tries  

Understands  

Volunteers  

Welcomes  

eXpects  

Yields  

adds Zest to life 

If I am not in Godôs grace,  

may God put me there;  

and if I am,  

may God so keep me. 

ðJoan of Arc  

Lenten Fact:  According to the gospels of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke; Jesus spent 40 days 
fasting in the desert, where he endured 
temptation by Satan.  Ash Wednesday marks 
the beginning of this 40-day liturgical period of 
prayer and fasting or abstinence. Ash 
Wednesday derives its name from the practice 
of placing ashes on foreheads as a celebration 
and reminder of human mortality, and as a sign 
of mourning and repentance to God.  


